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CHAP. VI. ; $4 


# Sir Joſeph, in the character of. a loyer, 
3 makes a viſit to Miſs ; Young. 


al EXKXHEN Sir Joſeph as | he 
wo was fit to appear in his new cha- 

2 E x racter he ſet forth fluſhed with 
hope—and ſomething elſe—to viſit his 
miſtreſs. —His dreſs deſerves a particular 
Vor. III. g _ uid deſcrip- 
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ſcription.— As he was not, even yet, re- 
conciled to the tinfel-taſte of his neigh- 
our, he was only dreſſed in a milk- 
white ſuit of eloaths, which, as he was a 
very corpulent man, rendered his rotun- 
dity more conſpicuous.— He had a flaxen 
bag-wig, fit only for the head of five and 
twenty, which gave a face naturally ru- 
bicund, and ſtudded with carbuncles, a 
very inflamed complexion, and made it 
look ten times redder than it really was.— 
White filk ſtockings drawn over his flan- 
nel ones, adorned his gouty legs, and 
thus youthfully arrayed, he hobbled to 


have a little converſation with the object 
of his affections. De 


Sir Joſeph was received with great cor- 
diality by Mr. and Mrs. Young, who 
told him that their daughter would wait 
on him in a ſhort time; but they were too 
haſty in their information, for the Knight 
waited above an hour full of impatience ; 
at the expiration of which, both the fa- 

| ee 
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ther and mother, who had diſcovered 
ſtrong ſymptoms of diſcontent as well as 
ſurpriſe, retired, aſſuring him that they 
would go and quicken her motions.— 
They went as they promiſed, but the mo- 

tions of their daughter were not quicken- 
ed, by the pains which they took to per- 
ſuade her to entertain Sir Joſeph as her 
future huſband. She had a particular an- 
tipathy to his perſon, an invincible aver- 
fion to his manners, and ſolemnly de- 
clared that ſhe - could not be happy with 


While Mr. and Mrs. Young were, like 
good parents, uſing their utmoſt endea- 
vours to make their daughter conſent to 
be miſerable, .'Sir Joſeph was admiring 
himſelf in the glaſs, and conſidering how 
he ſhould ſnhew away before the darling 
of his heart. — He walked, as well as he 
could, up and down the room, furveying 
his whole perſon from head to foot, and 

1 9 B 2 won- 
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wondering at the buſtle which he hear 
above ſtairs. 
The buſtle above ſtairs which puzzled 
Sir Joſeph, was occaſioned by the oppo- 
ſition which Harriot made to the earneſt 
and united efforts of her father and mo- 
ther, to reconcile her to the match which 
they had projected for her,' by urging the 
advantages which would ariſe from it.— 
She knelt, ſhe wept, ſhe intreated, but in 
vain, to move their flinty hearts : they 
were equally determined to fee her Lady 
Freeman, and wondered that ſhe could 
be ſo filly as to refuſe ſo deſirable an of- 
fer. In ſhort, Miſs Young grew at laſt 
ſo refractory, and expreſſed ſuch a hearty 
- averſion to her grey-haired, gouty lover, 
that her father, in plain terms, threaten- 
ed to diſinherit her, to cut her off with a 
ſhilling, if ſhe perſiſted in her obſtinacy, 
and did. not go down to Sir Joſeph, and 
receive him. as a man with whom ſhe was 
Boing to be united for ever. Fiercely 
threatened 


- 


arne ol 


threatened a be diſinherited, poor Har- 
riot -did not know, in the tumult of her 


h thoughts, how to. act; but the dread 
d of being reduced to the moſt mortifying | 
A ſituation, unprotected by her parents, 
t drove her to her expecting lover, to whom 
= the appeared with ſwelled eyes, and all 


the marks of exquiſite diſtreſs. 


— Sir Joſeph, on her entrance into the 

toom in ſo rueful a way, ſtarted at the 
fight, and was not a little at a loſs to di- 
vine the cauſe of her viſible uneaſineſs, 
not having the leaſt ſuſpicion, that a 
22 thorough diſlike to his dainty perſon, and 
t delicate manners, had been the occaſion, 
of it. No, he had too good an opinion 


of himſelf, to ſuppoſe that he was as odi- 
— * ous in the eyes of his miſtreſs, as he really 


2a 4 was 
mY + L = 
29 Ly 
Wy 
* "4 | k 


1 Bless me! Madam, faid he, hob- 
S bling up to her, what—Hey day ! what 
has happened to make you ſo melancho- 
3 Vo ly ? 
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ly? Lookee here, Miſs, I came to—— 
Propofe—why you look with ſuch a la- 
mentable face, and throw yourſelf into 
ſuch ſtrange poſtures, that you ſeem to 
be rather going to run mad, than to be 
married. But come, come, {itidown, and 
let us talk over the affair ſeriouſly. Your 
father and I have fettled every thing re- 
lating to money matters, and ſo we have 
nothing to do but to go to church and 
be tacked together by the parton Hey, 
Miſs Harriet, won't that chear up your 
ſPpirits, and make you look briſker about 
the eyes? I hate mortally to ſee any of 9 
your ſex in ſuch a miſerable way, eſpeci- 
ally one to whom I am juſt ready to give fa 
my hand, heart, and fortune—Leokee tt 
here, Miſs, it ſignifies nothing crying and J 
ſobbing about going to be married ;— . 
when all the ceremony and nonſenſe is 
over, you will like it better.“ 


VA» 


- wi - 


« Never, 
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Never, Sir Joſeph, never.—I ſhall 


lt never be happy by being obliged to marry 
1 2 man whom I cannot love.” 


« Hey day! faid Sir Joſeph, looking 
in the glaſs, what am I ſuch a horrible 


fellow, that you are ſhocked at the fight 
of me?—Howeyer, ſome people can't 


love others all on a ſudden, and perhaps 
you are one of them. But when you and 
I have been more uſed to each other, 
you will not think me altogether ſo ſhock- 
ing.” - 


* T am not at all inclined, Sir Joſeph, 
faid Miſs Young, to flatter you, and 
therefore muſt beg leave honeſtly to de- 
clare, that of all the men in the world, 
you are the moſt difagreeable to me.” 


„ Why, how now, hey day hey 
what do I hear? Why this is the oddeſt 
kind of behaviour 


B 4 « Odd 
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Odd as it may ſeem, Sir Joſeph, it 
is perfectly ſincere.—I am certainly ob- 
liged to you for the honour you intend 
me, by making me Lady Freeman ; and 
it is my love of ſincerity which makes me 
tell you, that the moment I become ſo, 
I ſhall, of all women under the ſun, 


be the moſt wretched.---You ſtare at me 


with aſtoniſhment, and I am extremely 
ſorry that I am compelled by thoſe who 
miſtakingly intend to promote my happi- 
neſs by an alliance with your family, to 
excite it: but I have ſo great a regard for 
plain dealing, that I cannot pretend to 
receive the addreſſes of the man 1 abhor, 
in a manner to encourage him to believe 
that he is the object of my inclination.--- 
Every thing, you ſay, is ſettled between 
you and my father, but not ſettled, I 


imagine, ſo far, as not to be ſet aſide in 


caſe of an alteration in your deſigns, which 
I hope this open behaviour of mine will 
bring about; for you cannot, ſurely, at- 
| | ter 


ter 


Mas. DRAY T ON. 9 


ter what I have ſaid, perſiſt in claiming 
me for your wife. --- Parental authority 
may force me to give you my hand, but 


it cannot diſpoſe of my heart.”---With 


this ſpeech, which ſhe uttered in a ſteady 
and peremptory tone, during which Sir 
| "Joſeph looked as if he was planet-ſtruck, 

ſhe darted out of the room, without wait- 
ing for a reply. 


CHAP. vn. 


In which the violent oppoſition which 

Miſs Young made to the marriage pro- 

| poſed by her parents is accounted for, 

and the cauſe of her averſion to Sir 
Joſeph explained. 


ISS Young was one of thoſe few 
1 young women who think that pa- 
rents who make matrimonial bargains for 
their children without conſulting: their in- 
2 and oblige them, by having 
B 5 recourſe 
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recourſe to tyrannical expedients, to unite 
themſelves with perſons whom they can- 
not love, are very impertinent, not to ſay 
imperious, in their conduct. She had no 
diſlike to the marriage: ſtate: to the man 
who was arbitrarily pointed out to her, 
ſhe had a moſt invincible averſion.— Hinc 
ille lachryme—From thence arofe the 
tears, which nature, revoking againſt du- 
ty, forced from her fine eyes, and with 
which ſhe in vain attempted to ſoften the 
hard hearts of her inflexible parents.— 
The anguiſh which ſhe felt at being com- 
pelled to marry the man whom ſhe loath- 
ed, was confiderably increaſed, by her 
having been torn from the man whom ſhe 
preferred to all his ſex. Had her affec- 
tions not been pre-engaged, the very 
thoughts of being tied to Sir Joſeph for 
life, would have filled her with horror ; 
but as ſhe was doatingly fond of another, 
her fituation was doubly diſtreſsful. To 
complete her diſtreſs, both her father and 


mother were on every other occaſion ſo 


kind 


PF. ³˙·wm¹5 Coe de Eos ace +oa:aa.oh 
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B kind and ſo indulgent, that ſhe almoſt 
in. taxed herſelf with the higheſt ingratitude 
ſay bor not preventing their rigorous proceed- 
no ings, by a voluntary ſubmiſſion to their 

\ = defires.—But ſhe could not bring herſelf 
to make a compliance with thoſe deſires 
appear uncompulſive. 


Under ſuch trying circumſtances, could 

a girl behave otherwiſe than Harriot 
Young did to Sir Joſeph Freeman ? And 

was ſhe not very honeſt, in dealing ſo 

plainly with him before he married her ? 

She gave him, by ſo doing, a fair op- 

portunity to change the object of his ad- 

dreſſes, and to honour another family with 

his alliance. Many a man would have been 

diverted by ſuch openneſs in the beha- 

viour of his miſtreſs, from entering into 

matrimonial connections with her; but 

Sir. Joleph was ſo bent upon being in 
poſſeſſion of her perſon, that he gave 

himſelf no concern about her inclinations. 
He was not a man of nice ſenſibility, or 

| B 6 refined 
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refined ideas, or elſe Harriot's carriage to bf 
im in the moments which he dedicated 3 
to courtſhip, would have made him in 
no hurry to finiſh the Hymeneal rites.— 
When men, advanced in years, are ad- 
dicted to Cupidity, the flame of deſire is 
rather fanned than extinguiſhed by re- 4. 
ſiſtance, In the purſuit of a favourite F 
object, they are baffled by no oppoſition, *' 
but often, for the gratification of a ridi- -. 
culous paſſion, deprive themſelves of do- 
meſtic peace. But for whom am I throw- 3 
ing out theſe reflections? Thoſe who are : 
rationally. advanced in years, have no 
reaſon to be affected by them, and the 3 
Sir Joſephs of the age will call them 
d——d ftupid ones, and ſet down 
the author of . them for a very muzzy 
fellow. 


The readers of this chapter having 
been acquainted with Miſs Loung's ſtrug- 
gles between love and duty, and having 
pitied, I conclude, her entangled ſitua- 
tion, 
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tion, will, doubtleſs, be glad to know 
who was the man preferred by her to all 
his ſex, and the real cauſe of the uneaſi- 


| neſs which ſhe endured. —Thoſe who feel 


themſelves intereſted in Miſs Young's af- 
fairs, will find more relating to her in the 
following chapter. 


S020: Bo) VAI 
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Continuation of Miſs Young's diſtreſſes. 


ARRIOF, though ſhe had an in- 
vincible averſion to Sir Joſeph 
Freeman, was not diſguſted with the 


| whole Freeman family. To be brief, the 


Colonel was the man on whom ſhe had 
fixed her affections, and without whom 
ſhe could propoſe no happineſs to herſelf 


pt in the marriage ſtate.—She had ſeen him 


ſeveral times with his brother, and by 


often ſeeing him was too much pleaſed 


with his perſon, and charmed with his 
0 man- 
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manners, to think of his being engaged 
to another, without the greateſt diſquie. 
tude. She had heard of the Colonel's f 1 


{ 

53 WM 

engagements to Miſs Drayton, and te 
indifference with which he appeared when ,; 

| ever ſhe herſelf was in his company, ſuffi- MF 
| ciently proved that he was ſtrongly attached 
to that lady. His indifference, however, , 


though it hurt her vanity, did not abate 
the ardor of her paſſion for him.—She * 
was ablolutely in love with him, in ſpite 


of his frigid behaviour to her, and was 4 
weak enough to make indiſcrect advances f 


0 him, which did not eſcape the pene- 
trating cyes of Mr. Young, nor the pierc- 
ing optics of his watchful wite.—A ſharp p 
lecture was the immediate conſequence of 7 
the diſcovery of her indiſcretion, and ſe- 7 
vere injunctions were given not to think 7 
of the Colonel. A younger brother, with 7 
a ſmall fortune, was repreſented as a moſt | 
improper perſon to marry their daughteg 
and Harriot was therefore commanded to 
give him no encouragement, —Their fears 
. | were 
3 
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were totally unneceſſary, for the Colonel 
gave their daughter no opportunity to 
encourage him.— He was no more than 
barely complaiſant to her as a lady: an 
extreme reſerve in his carriage, plainly 
ſhewed that he had no deſign to make 
any advances to her as a lover. — He 
thought her, indeed, a fine weman, and 
admired her, but his admiration was con- 
fined to her perſon ; there was a freedom 
in her manners, which would have effec- 
tually diſguſted him, if he had been really 
in a ſighing condition about her.—By this 
freedom in her manners, ſhe gave perpe- 


tual alarms to her prudiſſ parents, who 


were for ever chiding her for making her- 
ſelf too cheap, and for ſuffering unbecom- 


ing familiarities. They themſelves all the 


time, by the ſtrictneſs of their own man- 
ners, occaſioned the indiſcretions of which 
they complained : but moſt people are 
as blind to their own failings, as they are 
quick-ſighted in diſcovering the 1 imper- 
fections of their neighbours. —Harriot | 


having 
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having taken a violent fancy for the Co- 
lonel, was certainly leſs coy than uſual, 
and laid herſelf open to many. domeſtic 
reprehenſions. With Sir Joſeph too, ſhe 
had indeed coquetted, for a little diver- 
ſion; but as ſoon as he appeared to her in 
a ſerious light, off went the maſk, and ſhe 
ſoon convinced him that he had miſtaken 
' her character. 4 1 1 


9 


The removal of the Colonel from his 


brother's, and the neceſſity ſhe was under 


of being linked for life with the frightful 
Baronet, threw Harriot into a very unen- 
viable ſituation; and ſhe knew not how 
to diſengage herſelf from the impending 
nuptials, without abſolutely. rebelling 
againſt her relations, and driving them 
to extremities. 
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SEH Mt: 
A trio at Mrs. Allen's. 


APTAIN Furie came to his cou- 

ſin's according- to her. appointment, 
filled with the moſt flattering hopes; for 
vanity ſtrongly prompted him to believe 
that he ſhould be a formidable rival to 
Colonel Freeman, and triumph over him 
in love.— With an elated heart, . there- 
fore, and gay countenance, he was punc- 
tual to his time, and was tranſported to 
ſee Miſs Drayton and Mrs. Allen ready 
to receive him. He was in high ſpirits, 
and took an infinite deal of pains to make 
himſelf agreeable to the former, who be- 
haved with the utmoſt affability and polite- 
neſs, and chatted with him quite freely, 
becauſe ſhe really liked his company, and 
had no apprehenſions of being embar- 
raſſed by it, as her friend was preſent.— 
Embar- 


- 
_ 
— — — — . — ! ⅛ — T —— U — U ˙¹ oo TT 


18 Ins HISTORY or 


Embarraſſed, however ſhe was, ſoon after 
his arrival, for Mrs. Allen, finding that her 
couſin would not make any particular ad- 
dreſſes to Bell while ſhe was in the room, 
and having nothing to fear from an in- 
terview between them, made an excuſe 
to flip. out of the room for ſomething, 
and left them together.— Bell, ſceing her 
move towards the door, expreſſed her 
diſſatisfaction at the motion, by a very 
Ggnificant look, which Mrs. Allen very 
well underſtood, but was not afraid of 
offending her by diſregarding it.——* I 
ſhall not 3 ſaid ſhe, 
ſmiling 10 her.“ 


0 The Captain, immediately upon his 
couſin's quitting the room, ſeized the 


lucky minute, as he deemed it, threw 
bimſelf upon his knees at Bell's feet, and 


begged ſhe would forgive him for taking 


the liberty to declare, that he ſhould be 4 


the moſt miſerable of mortals, if ſhe 


| refuſed to honour him with her ſmiles.— 
« ] 
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<« T intreat you, Sir, ſaid Bell, in a ſteady 
tone, to reſume your ſeat, and confine 
your converſation to general topics, or 
elſe you will oblige me to leave the 
room.” N "I" | 151 ; | 

*. Dear Mifs Pena replied he, 
pray pardon me for being fo troubleſome 
Aid you but know the ſituation of my 
heart at this moment, — could not, I. 


think, be angry with me. 1 


% Pray, Sir, faid Bel again, with a 
more determined accent, let me hear no 
more upon this ſubject Rev have nothing 


1 
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to do with the ſituation, of your heart. 


Nay—Sir—if ye you make any farther ad- 
vances, I maſt abſolutely leaye you,—As 
the relation of my friend Mrs. Allen, I 
am very, willing to converſe. with you, 


but in no ocher Uhr can 11 look N 
you.” 


Cruel, 


* 
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0 Cruel, cruel, Miſs Drayton rm; 
coldneſs of yours diſtracts me.“ 


Bell, finding that he was more inclined 
to be troubleſome, than to comply with 
her intreaties, approached the door, in 
order to chide Mrs. Allen for leaving 
her ſo circumſtanced, but her friend, who 
had with pleaſure over-heard the dialogue, 
and was thoroughly ſatisfied with her part 
of it, entered the room, to relieve her 


from her unpleafant ſituation. 


00 0 my dear Mrs. Allen, ſaid Bell, 
where have you been all this time ?— 


How could you leave me with your cou- 
ſin?—It is very well I am already en- 


gaged, or I perhaps might have robbed 


you of a lover, for he has been upon his 
knees before me, but he is quite at liberty, 
J affure you, and therefore you may be 
quite eaſy.— However, you certainly was 


not prudent in leaving us together.“ 


Bell 


8 Treu on his couſin's returning 
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1 - 
* * 


Bell ſpoke this in ſuch a lively man- 
ner, and looked ſo archly at the widow 


1 all the time, that the Captain did not 
well know what to make of her.— The 


© gaicty with which ſhe appeared inſtanta- 
1 , made 
him half inclined to imagine, *as her 
ernneſs, and forbidding behaviour, had 
been affectedly aſſumed in order to in- 
Icreaſe his ardor (ſo vain was he of his 
j pwn powers of charming) but the hints 
a Xx hich ſhe dropped about his couſin's be- 
3 Wing eaſy, encouraged him to conclude, 
ö 0 hat the interview had been preconcerted 
1 pn her account; and indeed, the ſub- 
equent behaviour of the two Ladies to 
him, gave him no reaſon to doubt of the 
vidow's deſigns in making the appoint- 
nent: In ſhort; he ſaw-vety plainly, be- 
7 1 ore they ſeparated, that he had no hopes 
3 Xx of making any impreſſion on Bell's heart, 
Ind that his couſin's heart was very much 
1 t bis ſervice: whenever he pleaſed to ac- 


cept 
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cept of it. The ſatisfaction therefore of 3 \ 


finding that he was really loved by the 
latter; made fome: amends for the diſap- 6: . 
pointment he received from the former; , 
and he felt himſelf diſpoſed to turn his 51 


attention towards the object which court- = 
ed, and which deſerved it.—But as he 
had a ſtrong daſh of the coxcomb in his 
diſpoſition, he carried himſelf in ſuch a 
manner to his couſin, that he left her F 4 
thoroughly convinced, that her intentions 
were diſcovered by him, but not at all F | 
happy about the ſucceſs of them. 


« Your couſin is a droll creature, ſaig 
Bell, when he was gone, but I fancy, 4 
you will have no reaſon to be ſorry, for 
in ſchemed this morning win 9 


" „ * Liem | 1 
replied the widow but I cannot help if | 
flattering myſelf, that I ſhall be the bap- i 
pier, ſome time or other, for the friendly 
5 have acted this morning.— The 
worſt 
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worſt is, the Captain is maſter of 4 ſe- 
cret which few men ought to be truſted 
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P- XR with.—When a man has found out, either 
wy XZ by his own ſagacity, or by her weakneſs, 
his that a woman is in love with him, the diſ⸗- 
irt- | 5 covery is apt to make him indifferent 
he - about her, and to make him hold her ex- 
his - tremely cheap; and it is owing to the in- 
h a $ | diſcretion of many of our tender-hearted 
her 1 ſex, that the young fellows of the age are 
10 ſo ſaucy.” 

t all 7 

8 « There is a great deal of truth in 
what you fay, replied Bell, but if you 
faid will give me leave, I will ſpeak in behalf 

mey, of your couſin; for, according to my little 
for penetration, he went away very well ſatis- 
fied with the ſecret which he diſcovered, 

and intends to make no bad uſe of it, 

him, ; though perhaps he may give himſelf a 
help few airs upon the occaſion, and provoke 

: hap- WF you to imagine that he is only a daffodil. 

endly | Come, my dear Allen, look more 

8 F chearful, and do not ſigh fo deptorably— 
WO 


- 


Rely 
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Rely on my judgment for once, and if 
you find me miſtaken, I ſhall never de- 
ſire you to be ſwayed by it again.—The 
Captain is as ſurely caught, as I ſtand 
here.—I marked his looks when he took 
leave of us, and read no ſmall miſchief 
in his eyes, but ſuch kind of miſchief 
as will be attended Wl no conſequences 
diſagreeable to you.“ 


« You are an extreme clever com- 
forter, my dear Bell, ſaid the widow, and 
I feel myſelf very willing to be guided 
by your judgment in this affair, but I 
, wiſh, notwithſtanding, that I was as ſure 
of my man, as you are of your's.” 


„Why doubleſs, ſaid Bell, I think my 
Colonel is a conſtant ſwain, but no woman 
can be thoroughly ſure and certain of her 
lover, till Hymen has linked them toge- 
ther.” 


„That's wn, but there 1s a folidity | in 


the Colonel, which gives you no room co 


ſuſpect 
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ſuſpect his infidelity; together with his 


high notions of honour (even in his love- 
affairs) he has alſo a ſtrong underſtanding, 


which will give him a ſmart pull if any 
impertinent paſſion offers to divert him 


from his engagements.—Now my Damon 


is ſuch a giddy creature, ſuch a rattle- 
head, that I am afraid, it will be very 
difficult to fix his affection to a point.— 
he has dangled after ſo many girls, and is 
at this time ſuch an egregious flirt, that 
T have great reaſon to be cautious in plum- 
ing myſelf upon the conqueſt, which you 
would perſuade me I have gained.” 


«© Well, my dear, ſaid Bell, I heartily 
wiſh you ſucceſs. —It grows late, and if I 
do not hurry home, I ſhall not be drefſed 
before dinner.—-Adieu-—ma cohere.” -— 
„ Adieu dear Bell.” — With theſe fare- 
wels the viſit concluded—Bell went home 
to dreſs, and the widow was left to rumi- 
nate on the converſation of the morning. 


Vor. III. C CHAP, 
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CHAP. 


Bell Drayton alarmed by an anonymous 
letter, 


HEN Bell went home, her ſiſter 


gave her a letter, the ſuperſcrip- 
tion of which was badly written, and 
worſe ſpelt, but written and ſpelt in ſuch 
a manner, that there could be no miſtake 
about the perſon for whom it was in- 
tended.—Bell ſtared at the hand and the 
ſeal, which was only a thimble, and having 
never received any letters of ſo vulgar a 
caſt, very much wondered from what 
quarter it could poſſibly come. Her im- 
patience, however, to peruſe the contents, 
would not let her waſte much time in exa- 
mining the outſide.—She broke therefore 


the wax, which was too pitchy to be polite, 


and, to her no ſmall ſurpriſe, read the 
following lines. 


Madum, 
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Madum 
A S I hears as how that you air gooin 
to be marid to Curnel Freman I 
taks the libburti to let you no that he is 
a wile man and manes not what he dus 
ſai---he is a deceetful retch, and has 
rooind a grate menny gals—lI ſpeek by 
exſperunce and if you in cufrage him 
you will be ſory for it hereafter—He is 
a ſad man and all is pleſur is to leve gals 
when he has got his ends of them. —He 
is now corting Miſs Young and if you 
thinks that he is a true lovier to you— 
you will be difapinted—T rite this out of 
frendſhip and wiſh you may be hapy 
with a more better man then the Curnel. 


Anonymous letters ſhould never be re- 
garded—they ſhould always be treated 
with contempt; but theſe arrows in the 
dark, do an infinite deal of miſchief, 
and many families are thrown into confu- 


hon, by a ſet of wretches who employ 
| C 2 their 
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their whole time in diſturbing the peace 
of their fellow- creatures, and in laugh- 
ing at the diſtreſs which they, out of 
wantonneſs, occaſion.— Bell was alarmed 
with it, in ſpite of all the endeavours * 
her mother and Clara, to convince her of 
the abſurdity of being ſhocked with 
intelligence, communicated by perſons 
aſhamed to own themſelves the authors of 
it,—Bell had heard of Sir Joſeph's making 
his addrefles to Miſs Young, which news 
did not give her any delight, becauſe ihe 
wiſhed, for the Colonel's ſake, that his 
brother remained an old batchelor.— As 
little too did ſhe wiſh for the continuance 
of Sir Joſeph's celibacy, as ſhe knew 
that the title would deſcend to the Colo- 
nel, in caſe of his dying without an heir, 
to that, and to his eſtate.— On many ac- 
counts, indeed, did ſhe wiſh that he 
would entertain no matrimonial thoughts, 
After what ſhe had heard about Sir 
Joſeph's addrefles to Miſs Young, this 
intelligence concerning the Colonel, at 
once 
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9 once puzzled and diſconcerted her. — She 
turned it over and over in her mind, 
and though ſhe was loth to believe her 
lover falſe, was afraid to pronounce him 
1 4 true, till ſhe received new aſſurances of 
y J his fidelity, either from his own lips, or 
under hir own hand. —If the Colonel had 
been upon his voyage at the receipt of 
her letter, Bell would have torn it to 
pieces with indignation, becauſe ſhe 
6 8. would have been aſſured, that the part 

= deſigned to render him odious in her eyes, 


+ = was written merely with a malicious view 

to make her uneaſy ; but as the day of his 
departure was not yet arrived, the charge 
"VF againſt him, though communicated in a 
25 3 ſtrange manner, ſeemingly void of proba- 
r. i bility, threw her into all the anxieties of 
Re 3 | 5 love, 

"8 . 
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her uneaſineſs to him, Mr. Burnaby ap- 


CHAP. XI. 


Bell's anxieties removed by the arrival of 
a gentleman, who has not yet made affe 

: 4 3 3% 
his appearance in this ſixth book. X& Yo 


HILE Bell was puzzling her J clo 
brains about the anonymous let 
ter which ſhe had received, and preparing 1 8 
to enquire into the truth of the intelli- 
gence which it contained, by writing to 
the Colonel, and incloſing the cauſe of 


peared, and in finding the whole family 7 
rather in a melancholy way, begged very 
earneſtly to know the reaſon of it —The 
Plebeian ſcrawl, which had thrown Bel! 
into ſuch a flurry of ſpirits, lay on the | ; 
table—Clary put it into his hands, telling 
him at the ſame-time, that the contents 
of it would account for their being ſo 
grave: Burnaby read it—flung it down 
peeviſhly, and ſaid, © I thought you had 

| all 
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all too much ſenſe to be affected by ſuch - 
= fooliſh things as theſe. —This letter, Bell, 
you may be aſſured is written by ſome 
© girl, who has a hankering after the Colo- 
| 4 nel, and envies you for engroſſing his 
affections; and not very unlikely by Miſs 
E Young herſelf, for if you examine it 
= cloſely, you will find it written by one 
1 who can write better, and who has taken 


J | pains to diſguiſe both her hand and ſpel- 


*X ling,—She has, I know, made no ſmall 
XX advances towards your lover, and is no 
doubt, horribly vexed at being flighted 
by him.—Reſentment therefore, together 
with envy, has prompted her to interrupt 
the happineſs which ſhe thinks you enjoy, 


by alarming you with a downright 


4 . | falſhood ; for to my knowledge, the Co- 


lonel never gave her the leaſt encourage- 
ment, but always diſcovered the utmoſt 
coldneſs in her company.— The poor girl 
is indeed to be pitied, for Sir Joſeph plies 


her cloſely with his addreſſes, and her 


fooliſh parents, for the ſake of having 
4 her 
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her My-lady'd, have accepted the old 
Baronet's propoſals, and though they pre- 
tend to be extravagantly fond of her, 
make no ſcruple to couple her with a 
man who 1s old enough to be her grand- 


father. —Only think, therefore, what a 
terrible way ſhe is in, and then perhaps 


you will not wonder at my ſuppoſing that 
ſhe 1s at the bottom of this affair.” 


Hell liſtened to Burnaby with attention, 
and drew great comfort from his con- 
jectures concerning the writer of the 
letter which had ſo much alarmed her— 
She thought they were extremely natural, 
ſo did Mrs. Drayton ; ſo did Clara ;— 
and they all made themſelves as merry 
about the letter, as if they were really 
certain that Harriot Young had a hand 
in it. 


g 7 


* Well, but Sir, ſaid Mrs. Drayton, 
is Sir Joſeph really going to Play the Fool 
in his old age ?” | 


| (c O yes, 


as 
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« O yes, madam, he certainly is juſt 
on the point of making himſelf com- 
pletely ridiculous, and a fine girl (ſhe 1s 
a fine girl indeed Bell, for all you turn 
up your lip) completely miſerable. —T he 
folly of the gentleman is I think indiſpu- 
table, and the wretchedneſs of the Lady 
who will have the honour to be united to 
him, will not, I believe, be doubted. — 
What a precious figure a vencrable piece of 
gouty antiquity muſt make, hobbling up 
to the altar of Hymen, with a blooming 
beauty by his ſide, like one of Mahomet's 
black- eyed girls in Paradiſe; and in what a 
pitiable light muſt that black- eyed, bloom- 
ing beauty appear, creeping, unwilling- 
ly, to proſtitute her charms, under the 
tyrannical influence of - parental autho- 


rity ! 


« Bleſs me, ſaid Clara—you put your- 
ſelf quite in a heat.” 


EC. e 
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Clara's obſervation was. very juſt, for 
Burnaby grew ſo animated towards the 
latter end of his ſpeech, that he delivered 
his ſentiments againſt difproportioned 
couples, and deſpotic parents, with a 
great deal of the vociferatian of -a fana- 
tical field-preacher. 


Heat, replied he—ay, I am in a 
heat to be ſure; and 
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M 
for 8 : 
the CH AP. XII. 
ed 4 
ed The hiatus in the foregoing chapter fill - 
a = ed up. 
la- 7 FS 


HINK I can't be too hot upon 
the occaſion. I have no pa- 
tience when I hear of ſuch fooliſh doings 
on one ſide, and of ſuch arbitrary pro- 
ceedings on the other Sir Joſeph is an 
arrant aſs, and father Young, I may ſay 
mother Young too, are a couple of con- 
founded cruel beings. —Why now, if ei- 
ther you or your ſiſter was in Harriot's 
XZ Afituation, would you think this good La- 
dp here (turning to Mrs. Drayton) took 
XZ the way to make you happy, by facrific- 
ing you to men whom you hated—gouty 
old men, pray mark theſe words, with- 
out your conſent, only to gratify their own 
vanity ?” 


C 6 Mrs, 


- 
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Mrs. Drayton ſmiled at this ſpirited ad- 4 v: 
dreſs to her daughters, who were both b 
very ready to confeſs that they ſhould ci 
not think that their mother conſulted MR & 


their happineſs, by compelling them to | 4 to 
marry men whom they abominated ans B 
abhorred. | 
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But after all, ſaid Bell, I ſhould be m 


vaſtly glad to know if Miſs Young really ir 
wrote this ſame curious epiſtle—I own, I tl 
do long to be informed who indicted it. tl 


hope Harriot had no hand in it; for if ll |: 
| ſhe becomes Lady Freeman, I ſhall find 3 = 
it prodigiouſly difficult to bring myſelf to 3 ſi 
be commonly givil to her.” = 


Bell did not, perhaps, ftrictly ſpeak 
he truth, when ſhe hoped that Harriot 
Y ung was not Mrs. Anonymous, becauſe it 
may naturally be ſuppoſed, that the weak 


_  eſentment of a diſappointed. rival would t 
have filled her little heart with triumphant b 


* 1 3 on 
. 
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ſenſations; but ſhe certainly did not pre- 
varicate, when fhe expreſſed the difficulty 


ſhe ſhould feel in bringing herſelf to be 
civil to her. Love was not the only paſ- 


ſion which agitated her breaſt : ambition 
too occaſioned fome few palpitations in it. 
By the celibacy of Sir Joſeph, ſhe had a 
fair proſpect, according to the courſe of 
nature, of being Dame Arabella Free- 
man ; and while ſhe had an honorable title 
in her head, was not at all pleaſed with 


the approaches which he made towards 
the marriage-ſtate. She had no particu- 
lar prejudice againſt Miſs Young ; any 


85 
woman whom ſhe apprehended in her 


ſituation, would have been equally ob- 
noxious to her. 


Indeed, ſaid Burnaby, I do verily 


believe, that Harriot was herſelf con- 


cerned in the compoſition of this curious 
epiſtle, and will undertake to know whe- 
ther ſhe was or not in eight and forty 
hours; perhaps leſs.” 
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Do, pray Sir, try to come at the 
truth about it :—1I ſhall be vaſtly ob- 
liged to you for giving yourſelf that 
trouble.” 


& T ſhall think it no trouble at all, dear 
Bell ;—beſides, you muſt know I have a 
touch of your curioſity, which will ſpur 
me to get matters cleared up—and ſo 
much on this ſubject. Now to my own 
affairs.— Come, Clara, tell me how far 
things are in readineſs—I begin to think 
you and the folks you employ very te- 
dious.” | 


« Why then, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Drayton, * 


to make you perfectly eaſy, if you are 
ſo impatient, I will venture to inform 
you that every thing 1s ready, on our ſide, 
and that we ſhall be extremely glad 
to wait on you, any day you pleaſe ta 
pitch upon.” | 


Clara 
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: Clara coloured—but her bluſhes were 

4 l very becoming; and with a moſt ſigni- 

ficantly-modeſt look at her lover, aſſented 

5 to her mother's intelligence. 


ear 4 = < Bravo, Madam, replied Burnaby— 
© a 1 I admire you for being a woman of diſ- 
pur * patch,—Give me your hand, my dear 


Clara—you never looked ſo pretty in your 


„ 


r 


wn = 4 life —Ah! Mrs. Drayton, *tis all over 
far with me, I ſee plainly.” 


«© How ſo, Sir? In what manner?“ 


Why I am going to give up my li- 
berty for ever and for ay.—Your daugh- 
ter here grows every day ſo much more 
bewitching, that ſhe will certainly do with 
me juſt what ſhe pleaſes—I ſhall never be 
able to deny her any thing.” 


rm 


lad 


"# 
£ $- 
2 


be Clara's eyes gliſtened with joy at 
ber lover's ſprightly effuſions of fond- 
ara : 5 8 | neſs, 


= 1 1 
PT . 
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neſs, and her mother, allowing for the | 
difference between them, was very little WR «© 
leſs tranſported. —Bell was pleaſed too 
with the agreeable manner in which Bur- 
naby diſcovered his attachment to her ſiſ- 
ter, but could not help ſighing, in the 1 4 
midſt of her ſmiles, becauſe ſhe wiſhed i 
that her own lover was preſent, to ſay | 
ſomething to her of a ſimilar kind. 8 


$4 


2 20 


* What think you of Saturday next, 
Madam?“ faid Burnaby to Mrs. Drayton. Wi 


« have not the leaſt objection to 
it, replied ſhe, and will anſwer for my | 1 pre 
daughter.“ RM a 


« That may be, my good mother i» 1 
futuro, but I chooſe to have your daughter nei 
anſwer for herſelf :—Ha, Clara—What WW thi 
ſay you to Saturday next:?” = At m1 


] fay, Sir, that I agree to my mo- 4 | 
ther's anſwer,” F afl 
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* 
« Pgo, poo—you know what I mean 


—Prithee don't be ſo MMI de- 
licate.“ 


« Well then, Sir, to ſpeak plainly, 
ſince nothing but plain-ſpeaking will ſa- 


tisfy you, your company on Saturday 
morning will be as welcome to me as you 
can deſire it to be; and I ſhall with plea- 
ure put myſelf under your protection for 
the remainder of my life.“ 


„Come you have acquitted yourſelf 
pretty well, after all, though rather in 
a round-about way. — However, as I 
know your meaning is thoroughly good, 
I won't quarrel with you about the man- 
ner. — And now, Bell, what do you 
cink I am . for 1 at "on 
minute??? 8 | 


He turned round fo briſkly to her in 


full 


— 
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full in her face, that ſhe ſtarted (for her 
thoughts were not employed by any ob- 


ject in the room) and ſeemed in no ſmall 
confuſion.“ 


« Think, Sir !— 


„ Why Bell, my dear, you ſeem to be 


juſt waked out of a reverie, ay, ay—1I 


don't wonder at it But I repeat my queſ- 


tion — What do you think I am wiſhing 


for at this minute?“ 


« Ld bleſs me, Sir, ſaid ſhe, how 
can I poſſibly tell? 


* J- bleſs me, Madam, replied he, 


mimicking her voice, but you may Dor 
* gueſs.“ 


4 No, poſitively, I can't,” 


« Why then I am ſorry for the ſlow- 
- neſs of Four: apprehenſion. —Your ſiſter, 


I dare 
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I dare ſay, can tell—Come, Clara, tell me 


XZ what I am wiſhing for.“ 


« By your looks, though I don't pre- 
tend to know your thoughts, I ſhould 
imagine, that you wiſh my ſiſter and the 
Colonel were to accompany us on Satur- 
day next upon the ſame occaſion.” 


“ You have it.”—Bell ſmiled, and her 
eyes ſpoke the language of her heart, 
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Sir Joſeph's ruminations on being reject- 
; ed by his miſtreſs. 

SB >XXFTER the abrupt departure 
| 1 A of Miſs Young, mentioned in 


L. XX the ſixth har of the fore- 
5 book, which was not ſilently exe 


ſ vecd, for ſhe bounced out of the room 
: with 
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with a ſpirited air. Sir Joſeph did not re- 


t 
main long to ſoliloquize upon the occaſion, t 
for Mr. and Mrs. Young, who had over- U 
heard the dialogue between him and their h 
daughter, entered the room as ſoon as <« 
ſhe had left it, and pretty nearly in as 8 
ſtrong a pet. Her behaviour had ſo net- MM ca 
tled them, that they did not well know WM ca 
what to ſay to the deſerted Baronet, who MM thi 
ſhook his head, mournfully rolled his &, 
eyes, and ſhrugged up his ſhoulders.— wh 
<« So, ſo, neighbour—'tis all over I find.“ tair 


« All over, Sir Joſeph, ſaid Mr. Young, 
what do you mean by that?“ Why, 1 7 
mean, replied he, that your daughter and 
I can't ſet our horſes together, and unleſ 
we do fo, we ſhall never drive into matri- N 
mony together. Oh, as for that, ſaid 
Mr. Young, you need be under no ap- 
prehenſions—let her flounce as much as 
ſhe pleaſes, and pretend to have an aver- 
fion to be Lady Freeman, ſhe is my 
daughter, and ſhall be your wife, if you 
are not fo far diſguſted by her behaviou 
| (0 
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to you. — When her mother and I have 
talked over this affair more ſeriouſly with 
her than we have yet done, ſhe will, I 
hope, receive ep viſits in a more be- 


as coming manner.“ — “ Well, well, faid 
1 as Sir Joſeph, I'll leave you to try what you 
net- can do with her.—I ſhould be glad if you 
now can bring her to like me a little, becauſe 
who then we ſhall jog on better together—and 
his ſo, farewell. -Pray let me know ſoon 
rs — whether you ſucceed.” “ That I cer- 
and.“ tainly will, Sir Joſeph—Adieu.” 
oung, 
hy, 1 Thus they parted. —The little inter- 
er and | view between them, may appear rather 
unleß whimſical to ſome readers; but odd cha- 
 matri- ¶ racters act always in a manner peculiar to 
at, ſaid themſelves, and are never the leſs natural 
no ap-: for being abſurd; fo infinitely various 
uch a are the portraits which nature exhibits 
an aver-W for the entertainment of the curious. 
1s M) 
, if ja When Sir Joſeph arrived at home it 


chaviou was evening: he had exhauſted his ſpirits 
in 
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in courting, and had not received the 
leaſt refreſhment, not even a diſh of tea, 
to comfort him under his drought and 
diſappointment. The firſt thing, there- 
fore, which he thought of when he hob- 


bled into his hall, was a good ſupper to 
ſettle matters.---As his butler knew that 


he never made any meals at Mr. Young's, 


his favourite diſhes were ready for him at H 
the uſual hour, and that hour was juſt as W tir 
he wiſhed. tie 

wil 


After he had, to ſpeak in the language q far 
of Homer, fatisfied his hunger and thirſt, I a 
two appetites which are apt to grow very pro 
troubleſome if their calls are not frequent- We 
ly complied with, he threw himſelf back (MW girl 
in his eaſy chair, and, ſurrounded with and 
the fumes of tobacco, gave himſelf up to its. 
the vapours of meditation. Sir Joſeph, W am 
being naturally of a ſociable diſpoſition, dea 
rarely fupped alone, but on this particu- W me 
lar occaſion he preferred a ſolitary re- ſho 
paſt. | t0 

bh W hen | 


+ 
© 


uage Wn 
hirſt, 
very 
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When he had turned down half a dozen 
glaſſes of, what he called by way of diſ- 
tinction, his generous, and whiffed off 
about half a pipe, he began to think 
aloud.— Why now really my good 
friend, Sir Joſeph, thou haſt made, after 
all, but a ſcurvy figure in this affair -- 
How couldſt thou poſſibly think at thy 


time of life, and with thy bodily infirmi- 


ties, to make a briſk young girl in love 
with thee ?---No, no---all a farce --all a 


= farce---Harriot Young is a wiſe girl, and 


I am an old fool, for ſuppoſing myſelf a 
proper bedfellow for her---What ſhould 
ſuch a gouty dog as I do with a ſprightly 
girl about me, ready to fly over my head, 


and perhaps to clap a pair of horns upon 
| it?---No---no---(here he drank again) I 
am better off as I am---ay, better a great 


deal---I have a good old woman to nurſe 
me when I am laid up, and why then 
mould I bring a young tit into the houſe 
to turn it topſy-turyy ?---(Here he drank 

Vol. III.. D again) 
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again) Let them call me an old batchelor 
if they will---pſbaw---pſhaw---what ſig- 
nify all their jokes ?---I am above them--- 
quite above them---ſuch jokes are meer 
trifles---(here he applied his glaſs again to 
his lips) I ſay, what ſigni---fy all their 
Jokes I don't care this pipe of tobacco 
for them.“ In pronouncing theſe words, 
he knocked his pipe againſt the table 
with ſuch violence, that it could not bear 
the concuſſion, but was immediately 
fractured in ſuch a manrer, as to be en- 
tirely unfit for the purpoſes of fumigation. 
---Ah my poor pipe—but this is a ſmall 
misfortune - compared to. matrumony— 
(here he drank again) Matrimony is.— is 
---(here he began to grow 1narticulate) 
a kind of a---ſort of a”---Here he fell 
into a profound ſlumber, and ſnored ſo 
very ſonorouſly, that his old houſekeeper 
actually thought he was going to give up 
the ghoſt, ſo much did the ſounds which 
he emitted alarm her.---She was at ſupper 
in- the PRO, n. her body 

| With 
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with good things, but, having a great re- 
gard for her maſter, ſhe left a tid- bit 
hanging upon her fork, and ran up ſtairs, 
with all the ſervants at her heels, for Sir 
Joſeph was beloved by them all, becauſe 
he was extremely indulgent to them, and 
never diſturbed their junkettings. When 
they ruſhed into the room (to ſay only 
that they came into it, is not properly to 
expreſs their expedition) they found their 
maſter ſpeechleſs indeed, but from a 
ſurvey of the fragments of his pipe, and 
the whole ceconomy of his table, they 
were happy enough to find that he had 
only drank himſelf into a dead---doze, 
and only wanted their aſſiſtance to convey 
him to his pillow. 
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DAS, 6: 


Shewing what paſſed at Young-houſe, 
after the departure of Sir Joſeph. 


HEN Sir Joſeph was gone, © I 
wiſh, my dear, ſaid Mr. Young, 
to his amiable moiety, that you would 
go to Harriot, and in a mild manner, 
endeavour to make her ſee the abſurdity 
of her condu&.---Urge all the arguments 


Fou can, and I know you are miſtreſs of 


a great many, to bring her to hear reaſon, 
and to receive our Knight's addreſſes with- 
out affronting him.---Harriot is, in the 
main a very good child, and I am forry 
to ſee her ſtand ſo much in her own 
light.---She does not ſeem to conſider the 
advantageouſneſs of ſuch a match. 
Such matches don't offer every day, and 
are not certainly to be neglected ; they 
cannot be diſregarded with prudence.--- 
Moſt probably, Harriot will tell you that 

her 
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2 


her affections are engaged --affeCtions !--- 
What an idle way of talking !---But if 


ſhe does talk in this prepoſterous ſtyle, 


pray expoſe the abſurdity of it with all 
your rhetoric, and do all you can to rally 
her out of her fooliſh notions, for, ſince 
this match has been in agitation, I have 
found that ſhe will never be brought to 
reliſh it by compulſion : forced-marriages 
are rarely happy, and I ſhould be ſorry. 
to drive her into the marriage ſtate, to- 
tally againſt her inclination.---Go, there- 
fore, Mrs. Young, to her, and perſuade 
her to comply with our deſires---make 
her ſenſible, that we wiſh for nothing fo 


much as her felicity ; and dreſs up this 


alliance in the moſt alluring colours.” 


Like an obedient wife, Mrs. Young 


repaired immediately to her daughter's 


apartment, and found her very dolorous 
indeed.---My dear Harriot ſaid ſhe, your 
father and: J are very much hurt by your 
behaviour to Sir Joſeph, who has honour- 


D. 3 ed 
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ed us ſo highly by making his addrefles 
to you.---Indeed, my dear, you did not 
treat him in' the manner he deſerves.”--- 
* Oh, Madam, replied Harriot, mention 
him not to me, I beſeech you, as a lover, 
for I can never bring myſelf to endure 
him; I am ſure 1 can never like him--- 
he is ſo thoroughly my averſion, that I 
would rather die than be married to him.” 
© Well, but my dear, confider the ad- 
vantageouſneſs of the match; you will 
be a lady, and appear in a much higher 
ſtyle of life than you do at preſent.---Be- 
ſides, as your father has ſettled every 
thing with Sir Joſeph, he cannot in 
honour go back from his engagements.” 

«© Why would my father, Madam, enter 
into fuch engagements without giving me 
che leaſt notice of his intentions? Would 
a good father, who had his daughter's 
happineſs | at heart, have acted with fo 
much precipitation! ?P —< Your father, 
my dear, has, I am very certain your 


happineſs at heart, and really intended to 
pro- 
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promote it, by cloſing with Sir Joſeph's 
propoſals, not imagining in the leaſt, 
that the offer of a Baronet with a large 
eſtate, who has made a more conſiderable 
ſettlement upon you, than we could 
reaſonably have expected, would have 


met with ſo violent an oppoſition.” 


During this ſpeech of her mother's 
Harriot walked up and down the room, 
greatly agitated by a variety of different 
paſſions.— Mrs. Young, agreeably to her 
huſband's - requeſt, availed herfelf of all 
the arguments The was miſtreſs of, to re- 


concile her daughter to the Baronet's 


propeſals, and when arguments had no 
effect upon her, had recourſe to per- 
ſuaſion. But Harriot was deaf to all ſhe 
uttered, and remained inflexible. —Mrs. 
Young then found that the had but one 
card to play, and: ſhe played it with ſuc- 
ceſs.—“ Well, my dear, ſaid the cun- 
ning mother, ſince you are abſolutely de- 
termined to reject Sir Joſeph, and make 

; D 4 your 
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your father appear in a,ridiculous light to 
him, he will take a hearty diſlike to the 
whole ſex, and leave his title and eſtate 
to the Colonel.---Your rival Bell, will 
then be Lady Freeman, and enjoy all 
thoſe ſplendid advantages which you 
might, if you would, ſecure to yourſelf.” 
What reaſoning, what perſuaſion could 
not bring about, jealouſy effeCted.--- 
Stung with this inſinuation which her 
mother threw out with regard to Bell, 
ſhe ſoon determined to prevent, as far as 


lay in her power, ſuch an event.—“ You 


have turned my thoughts, Madam, faid 
the quite into a new channel. To ſee 
that girl Lady Freeman, would be mor- 
tifying indeed am ready to be ſo, when 
you and my father pleaſe.” 


The reply which Harriot made in a 
very ſpirited manner, gave her mother a 
great deal of pleaſure.— Now you are 
quite a good girl, ſaid ſhe, and will 
make both me and your father happy by 

your 
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your compliance with our deſires. —He is 
impatient—I know his temper—to hear 
the reſult of this converſation ; let us go, 
and acquaint him with it.“ 


E 


Mr. Young, charmed with the alteration 
in his daughter's ſentiments, over- 
whelms her with his paternal effuſions, 
and carries the glad tidings to Sir 
Joſeph with unuſual alacrity. 


T the cloſe of her ſpeech, Mrs. 
Young took her daughter by the 
hand, and with a ſmile of ſatisfaction on 
her face, led her nothing loth,“ to the 
room, in which her father waited for 
them. 


* 


When Mrs. Young and Harriot enter- 


ed, he ſaw with pleaſure, by their coun- 
tenances that his wife's rhetoric had pre- 
D 5 vailed, 
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yailed, and could not keep the joy which 
he felt upon the occaſion to himſelf. — 
He ran up to his Harriot, and catching 
her in his arms, cried, My dear girl, I 
ſee by your looks, that your mother has 
not been talking to you lo long to no pur- 
poſe,” 


© You are very kind, Sir, ſaid Harriot, 
to receive me with open arms, after the 
perverſeneſs of my behaviour; but I 
hope, by the propriety of my future car- 
riage, to make amends for the undutiful- 
neſs of my paſt conduct.“ 


« Say no more of it, my dear, re- 
phed the tranſported father forget 
your paſt conduct bury it in oblivion. 
Your preſent behaviour only, I regard, 
and I approve of it too much to leſſen 
the merit of it by retroſpection.“ 


« Tf every father, Sir, acted wirh ſo 
much conſideration and candor, to his 
chil- 
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children, there would not be ſo many 
complaints of parental unkindneſs.“ 


Mr. Young, little imagining that the 
expreſſions which iſſued from his daugh- 
ter's lips, had no ſort of communica- 
tion with her heart, was ready to devour 
her with his fondneſſes, and really thought 
her as ſincere as ſhe appeared to be. How 
caſy does ſelf- love impoſe upon us, and 
how often are we led by it to compliment 
ourſelves on our ſuperior ſagacity, at the 


very time that we are moſt deplorably 
duped ! 


Duped by the dutiful ſpeeches of Har- 
riot, her father certainly was; her mother 
too was as fairly taken in by her apologies 
and profeſſions, and both believed that 
the ſubmitted, withour feeling duty re- 
volt againſt inclination, to. the nuptials 
concerted: for her. —Flattered with this 
idea, Mr. Young, after repeated proofs. 
of his fatherly fondneſs, and a few ux- 

D & drious 
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orious compliments paid to his wife, for 
having executed the little commiſſion ſhe 
was charged with in ſo ſatisfactory a man- 
ner, ſallied forth to acquaint the Baronet 
with the revolution in his domeſtic at- 
fairs, early the next morning. 


. 


A curious colloguy between Mrs. Young 
and her dainty daughter, 


HEN Mr. Young was ſet off to 
acquaint Sir Joſeph with what 
had paſſed. concerning him, at his own 
houſe, Harriot and her mother ſat down 


very domeſtically, to amuſe themſelves 


with their needles, but the work they 
were. about, did not require attention 
enough to render the exerciſe of the 
tongues unſeaſonable. — Mrs. Young, 
than whom no woman in the world hated 
more to reſemble one of Pythagoras's 

| diſci- 
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diſciples, put the little interpreter of her 
thoughts in motion, as ſoon as her huſ- 
band had ſhut the door after him. 


« My dear Harriot, ſaid ſhe, I am 
vaſtly glad that you have brought your- 
ſelf to take this old batchelor, and have 
got over the averſion you entertained to 
his awkward perſon and ruſtic manners. 
His outward appearance, 1s, I confels, - 
not very inviting, nor are his accompliſh- 
ments elegant, but he ſeems to be a good- 
natured, manageable man, and ſuch men 
turn out fometimes very tolerable huſ- 
bands. As he is of an hoſpitable 
generous diſpofition, you will have no 
difficulty in procuring ſupplies for your 
pleaſurable ſchemes, as well as your ne- 
ceſſary occaſions : beſides, as he is cer- 
tainly fond of you, by offering ſuch hand- 
ſome propoſals, which are too flattering 
to be refuſed, you may the more eaſily 
lead him to the gratification of your 
wiſhes.— His age too, and his infirmities 
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are in your favour; for in all human proba- 
bility he will not, eſpecially as he is pretty 
free with: his bottle, live many years, and 
then you may either remain in a very en- 


viable widowhood, or enter into the mar- 


ried ſtate again, with a companion more 
agrecble to your taſte.” 


Thus ſpoke the worldly mother, and 
thus her mercenary daughter replied, 
though ſhe artfully concealed her chief 
motive for acceding to the match. 


„1 am very glad, Madam, that by 
conſenting to unite myſelf to Sir Joſeph, 
I have given you and my father ſo much 
ſatisfaction.— In teturn for the indulgen- 
cies which I have met with from you and 
him, 1 ſhould have been the moſt ungrate- 
ful daughter breathing, had I any longer 
reſiſted your requeſts, and oppoſed the 
happineſs whichyou intended for me. Sin- 
cerity, however, obliges me to acknow- 
ledge, that obedience, and not inclination, 
; has 
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has determined me te become Lady Free- 
man. Sir Joſeph 1s indeed the moſt un- 
amiable object I ever ſaw, but I believe 
he is, as you ſay, good humoured, and 
if ſo, I don't doubt but that I fhall be 
able to make him a tractable being.” 


% Ay, ay, ſaid her mother, you will 
play your part I dare ſay, very well when 
you have nooſed the old Knight, and find 
no reaſon to repent of following rather 
the dictates of duty than the promptings 
of inclination.” | | 


After about an hour's chat in this ſtrain 
together, they began to grow impatient 
for the arrival of Mr. Young.—< My 


father makes a long viſit, ſaid Harriot, 
I hope there is no demurring in the caſe.” 


| —© No, no, replied her mother, the old 


Knight will, I am pretty well aſſured, be 
highly pleaſed with the purport of his 


neighbour's intelligence But I own, that 
I am 
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I am anxious for the return of Mr. 
Young.” 


CHAP. V. 


Shewing what paſſed between Sir Joſeph 
and Mr. Young, on the ſubject of ma- 
trimony. | 


N tip-top ſpirits Mr. Young accofted 

the door of Sir Joſeph's habitation, 
and demanded entrance with a briſk ap- 
plication of his fingers to the knocker. 
The ſalute being rather violent, ſoon 
brought a valet to open it.— Upon a 
ſpirited enquiry after Sir Joſeph, he was 
informed that he was not ſtirring, but 
deſired to walk into the parlour —Up 
goes the ſervant directly to acquaint his 
maſter with the name of his early viſitor. 


Sir Joſeph was awake, but diſcovered no 


great inclination to quit his downy neſt, 
till Mr. Young's name was announced.— 


He then ſtarted from his pillow, and or- 
dered 
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dered himſelf to be taken up immedi- 
ately.—“ I am glad he is come, ſaid he, 
for I have ſomething very particular to ſay 
to him. Run down George to him, and 
tell him what] ſay.” George was not long 
carrrying in his meſſage, which had ſuch an 
effect upon Mr. Young, that it made him 
wait very quietly till the Baronet was 
ready to appear. When he had expected 
him about three quarters of an hour, by 
ſeveral loud hems, and a hobbling over his 
head, he knew that Sir] * was pre- 
paring to deſcend. 

Sir Joſeph, chongh he had ſlept like a 
top all night, by the frequent attacks he 
had made upon his bottle of Generous, 
had not forgot the converſation which he 
had with himſelf on the behaviour of his 
miſtreſs to him, and his reſolution toremain 
as he was, without altering his coat of arms, 
nor had he the leaſt inclination to change 
his mind.—He entered the parlour there- 
fore like a man thoroughly ſatisfied with 
his 
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his own conduct, and looked fo happy, 
that Mr. Young drew from the turn of 
his countenance very favourable conſe- 


Res 


* Ho! my good neighbour, ſaid Sir 


Joſeph, towing his body up towards him, 
I am glad to ſee you. —Chocolate, George 
Come, - come, be ſeated; be feated— 
Don't mind me—I can never get into a 
chair in a hurry— This d---d gout plays 
the devil with my limbs, ahd makes me 
as ſtiff as a poker. —So—ſo—there—1 am 
down at laſt—but I muſt take breath a 
little before I can ſpeak to you. Oh, 
pray take your on time, Sir Joſeph, I am ih 
ab hurry. Ay, but Tam though Well 
Sir — now I am tolerably reſted - now- 
T ould be glad to know why I am ho- 
noured with this early viſit from you.— 
By the ſmirk in your features, I ſuppoſe 
ſomething which won't make me ſad is 
on the point of _— out of your 
mouth.” 
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« You are right, Sir Joſeph—you have 
an admirable gueſs, for I am indeed come 
not to make you fad, but merry.—lI cer- 
tainly ſhould not appear ſo well pleaſed 
if I had any ſorrowful intelligence to com- 
municate, — My daughter, Sir Joſeph, 
my dear Harriot, Sir Joſeph—" . 


Is a very fine lady, Mr. Young,” 
interrupted the Knight, covlly. 


** You are extremely polite in ſaying 
ſo, Sir Joſeph, and it; is with the greateſt 
ſatisfaction that I can aſſure you that ſhe 
is ready—thanks to the pains which her 
good mother has taken to make her a rea- 
ſonable creature—to be Lady Freeman, 
whenever you are One” to honour her 
with your hand.” 1 


£ 


6 Is ſhe i—ſaid Sir Jokeph—you don't 
lay ſo!” 


* Tam 
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« I am ſerious.” 


«She does me an infinite deal of ho- 
nour,-Tol-de-rol, do-dol—dido.” 


* You are very jocular this | EDN 
Sir Joſeph.” 


% Middling, middling—I ſlept pretty 
well till I dreamt that I was married, and 
then the thoughts of being cornuted gave 
ſuch a ſhock to my imagination, that 1 
waked in a woful condition, and it was 
ſome time before I thoroughly felt the 
happineſs of a ſingle life.” 


© In which I hope you do not intend 
to remain, Sir Joſeph, from a ſuppoſition 
that matrimony and cuckoldom are inſe- 
parably connected.” 


Ay, but I do—Mr. Young—as ſure 
as I fit in this chair. Lookee here— 
neigh- 
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neighbour—you ſeem to be all in a wood, 
but no matter for thatIt is not my way 
to keep people in ſuſpence ; it is a thing 
Jam not fond of myſelf. —And, © Do as 
you would be done by,” was always my 
favourite maxim.—'Tis not much attend- 


ed to in this polite age, but *tis never the 


worſe for that, —Every t ing that is gen- 
reel, is not therefore right, according to 
my notions of rectitude. But however, 
this is only a digreſſion Without any far- 
ther preamble, the plain caſe is this.—1 
was ſo much ſtruck, I don't know how, 
with the . pretty face of your daughter 
Harriot, that I thought I ſhould be very 
happy to have her for my wife. When I 
made my propoſals to you about my in- 
tentions to marry her, I concluded, from 
your cloſing with them ſo readily, as I 
know you are fond of your daughter, 
that you were convinced of their being 
as agreeable to her, as they were to your- 
ſelf.—But, lookee here, neighbour—T 
find I have been in a wrong box.—The 
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girl hates me—ſhe can't abide me am 
her averſion—ſhe has told me ſo; and as 
ſne has told me ſo, pray what happineſs 
am I to expect, by making her my wife? 
No, no, Mr. Young, I have conſidered 
the affair very ſeriouſly, and really think. 
myſelf an old fool for having ſubjected 
myſelf to ſuch treatment. Catch me if 
you can again, dangling after a pet- 
ticoat.” 


_ Sir Joſeph---well---but Sir Joſeph—" 


What a curſed ridiculous figure have 
I made on this occaſion !---A fellow at my 
time of life---almoſt a cripple, to pretend 
to be in love !---Fy, fy---Iam aſhamed of 
myſelf---this was an infirmity with. a ven- 
geance, and I know I: have been tho- 
roughly laughed at for my folly: 
but tis never too late to mend my eyes 
are opened; I ſee more clearly than I 
did.---That's all, and ſo. there's an end of 


a the matter,” b 


« Well, 


23 
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« Well, but Sir Joſeph.—-vou won't 


hear me.” 
l ED Hear you! why what can N ſay 
5 | after this? 


<« Be leſs impetuous, and T'll tell you. 
---My daughter's behaviour to you was 
only to try your temper---ſhe had been 
told over and qver again, that you was 
the beſt natured man in the world, and 
| ſhe had a mind to be aſſured of the good- 
| neſs of your diſpoſition, before ſhe was 
| cloſely connected with you,” 


| © Lookee here---neighbour---you are 
waſting your breath to no purpoſe---I am 
| not to be ſo impoſed upon---your daugh- 
| ter won't do for me---I don't underſtand 
ſuch experiments---G1ve me honeſty and 
fair dealing---Girls who ſhew ſo much art 
before marriage, ſhould be very well ac- 
quainted-with their men before they play 

off 
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off their ſtrokes of cunning upon them, 
There are an hundred raw fellows in the 
world, who would be gulled by ſuch a 
flimſy apology as you have been making 
for your daughter's conduct, but I am 
too old (I don't ſay I am too wiſe, though 
I think I am no fool) to be influenced 
by it.“ 


Mr. Young, though thus ſmartly 
repulſed, ventured again to attack Sir 
Joſeph, but was forced to retreat, with- 
out having being able to diſlodge the pre- 
| Judices which he had entertained againſt 
matrimony in general, and his family in 
particular. 


CHAP. 
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SK. 


A ſudden tranſition from hope to diſap- 
*pointment in the Young-Family. 


RS. Young and Miſs, tired of their 
work and waiting, went to amuſe 
themſelves in the little garden before the 
houſe, in order to ſee. Mr. Young at a 
greater diſtance, who, they thought, made 
a viſit immoderately long to the old 
batchelor, and racked their brains to di- 
vine the cauſe of it. At laſt, Harriot ſpied 
him with her glaſs, while her mother was 
examining the beauties of a butterfly, and 
cried out, here comes my father, Ma- 
dam.—“ Oh, very well child, I ſhall be 
heartily glad to ſee him. Ay, and fo 
ſhall I, I am fure.—Bleſs me, how flow- 
ly he walks—He creeps like a ſnail—T 
wiſh I was with him to quicken his mo- 
tion,—Good G---d, Madam, now he 
Vol. III. E comes 
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comes nearer, I can ſee that he looks as 
melancholy as a cat.—I can't conceive 
what he has met with to make him look 
ſo a-la-mort—I am actually alarmed—1 
don't know why, but I wiſh — O Sir, 
what makes you look lo very grave?“ 
« Go both of you into the houſe, ſaid 
he to his wife and daughter, and you ſhall 
hear.” This requeſt being uttered in a 
faint voice, and with an aſpect un- 
commonly ſerious, greatly diſconcerted 
them. 


« *Tis all over, Harriot,” ſaid he to his 


daughter, when he followed her into the | ter, 
Pariour. eg 
6 To | 

6 Well Sir, ſaid ſhe, willing to put the not 
moſt favourable conſtruction upon thoie ſeph 
words, and if it is ſo, why ſhould you Har! 
look ſo unhappy about it ?---It was what W now 


you expected, and 1 imagined you would 
be glad to have your buſineſs with Sir Jo 
ſeph concluded.” 

+ My 
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* My dear Harriot, replied he, ſhaking 
his head, and ſhrugging up his ſhoul- 
ders, you take my words in a wrong 


ſenſe Sir Joſeph has altered his mind 
about ſettling.“ 


* Well, replied Mrs. Young, if he 
won't ſettle quite ſo much as he at firſt 
propoſed, I hope you won't loſe a good 
match for your daughter, by tying him 
up too ſtrictly to his promiſe ?” 


My dear wife, and my dear daugh- 
ter, you are both totally miſtaken with 
regard to the meaning of my words--- 
To ſpeak therefore in terms, which will 
not admit of any miſconſtruction, Sir Jo- 
ſeph Freeman abſolutely refuſes to marry 


Harriot Young.---Do you underſtand me 
now?“ 


Perfectly well, ſaid Mrs. Young, and 
Harriot can no longer be at a loſs to com- 
E 2 prehend 
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prehend your intelligence, which is, I 
muſt own, to me rather ſurpriſing, be. 
cauſe Sir Joſeph, when he parted from 
you, by deſiring you to try what you 
could do with your daughter, undoubt- 
edly appeared to be anxious. about his al- 
liance with our family. --- So ſudden a 
change in his ſentiments with regard to 
Harriot, is ſomewhat unaccountable.--- 
But, in ſhort, there are ſo many odd folks 
in the world, that, for my part, I am al- 
moſt weary of wondering at any thing.--- 
What a capricious animal 1t is !---But 
pray, in what manner did he receive you ? 
What reaſon did he give for flying off 
from his engagements ? How did he be- 
have upon the occaſion? Aukwardly 
enough, I dare fay---finely embarraſſed, I 
ſuppoſe.“ 


No, not at all ;---he received me 
very cavalierly---anſwered me with a tol 
de rol dol, when I told him that Harriot 
| Br was 
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was ready to be Lady Freeman, related a 
ridiculous dream, called himſelf an hun- 
dred fools for having been in love, and 
ſwore that he never would ſubject himſelf 
again to ſuch treatment. as. he had met 
with.---I know very well that he meant 


Harriot's behaviour to him, and endea- 


voured to give it a favourable turn, by 
imputing it to a piece of fineſſe in her, 
in order to try ,the goodneſs of his 
diſpoſition. --- But by giving that turn, 
I only made matters worſe, for he ſaw, 
in a moment, through the flimſineſs of 
the apology I made for her conduct, 
and will, I dare ſay, in the humour 1 
left him, never, to adopt his own ex- 
preſſions, “ dangle after a petticoat 
again.“ | 


In this manner was the Young-Fa- 
mily diſconcerted and diſappointed, - by 
the ſudden breaking off of a match 
which had very much flattered their va- 

E nity, 
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nity, and on the proſpe& of which the 
elder part of it had given themſelves 
not a few conſequential airs. ---- Har- 
riot too, who had not leſs vanity than 
her parents, would have been, how- 
ever, leſs ſhocked at Sir Joſeph's re- 
fuſal, if her mother had not dropped 
the hint about Bell Drayton, already 
mentioned.---The remembrance of that 
hint gave a keener edge to her diſap- 


pointment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Mrs. Drayton, and her two daughters 


happier than they ever had been in 
their lives. 


S ſoon as Burnaby took his leave of 

the Drayton-houſe, after the lively 

* you have it,“ mentioned at the end of 
the ſixth book, he ſaw Colonel Freeman 
galloping towards him.—The meeting be- 
tween them was joyous, and they heartily 
congratulated each other on the occaſion. 
Bell, thinking that her lover was on the 
point of failing to Portugal, did not in 
the leaſt dream of a viſit from him in 
perſon, and actually ſtartled at the ſight 
of him. The ſtart was the effect of her 
ſurpriſe, but a tranſport of joy accompa- 
nie it.“ Bleſs me, Colonel, ſaid Mrs. 
Drayton, who would have thought of ſee- 
ing you?“ “ Why really, Madam, re- 
E 4 plied 
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plied he, I did not dare to flatter myſelf 
with the pleaſure of ſeeing this agreeable 
family (bowing round) again ſo ſoon, 
when I was here ſome time ago---but I 
hope I don't come mal-a-propes ?”---This 
laſt word was ſpoken in an arch tone, 
and he looked full at Bell while he utter- 
ed it.“ O, not at all, Sir, ſaid Bell, but 
I ſhould be glad to know, to what for- 
tunate incident I am indebted for the 
ſatisfaction J feel at your arrival; becauſe, 
as you informed me, that the orders for 
your departure were very preſſing and 
particular, I naturally concluded, that 
you would have no time to throw away 
upon me.“ Prettily ſpoken, my dear 
Bell, by all that's lovely---and your curi- 
oſity ſhall not be long tortured. In a few 
words, I have been ill uſed by a certain 
„NH but I am very far from being 
diſguſted with the treatment I have met 
with, as it has given me an opportunity 
to renounce all my military engagements 
with honour, and fulfil others of a more 
| agree- 
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agreable nature.---I have always endea- 


voured to perform every duty of a ſoldier, 


in whatever ſervice I was engaged, and, 
when I was appointed lately to attend the 
Portugal expedition, diſcovered a readi- 


neſs to obey the command which I re- 


ceived, which, 1 believe, none of my 
friends will think I counterfeited.---How- 
ever, all my paſt behaviour, though al- 
lowed to be unexceptionable, has not 
been able to protect me againſt the in- 
trigues of a party.---To cut my ſtory 
ſhort, for the dwelling upon it is neither 
neceſſary nor agreeable, juſt when I had 
ſent my baggage on board, I was inform- 
ed that an officer, inferior to me in rank, 
was promoted to a ſuperior poſt in my 
corps.---I was preparing to go on board 
myſelf, when this information, galling, 
I muſt confeſs, arrived.---I ſoon deter- 
mined how to act.---To fail from England 
with ſuch a ſlur, I could not bring my- 
{clt---I therefore came up to town imme- 
diately and threw up my commiſſion--- 
E 5 Fare- 
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Farewel Mars, and welcome Cupid---I 
am now. quite free from the duties of the 
camp, and am ready to enter domeſtic 
connections whenever you, my dear Bell, 
pleaſe to fix the day for making me com- 
pletely happy.” So well turned a com- 
pliment was not loſt upon the perſon to 
whom it was directed, and the whole 
room highly commended the Colonel for 
having acted with ſo much ſpirit ; but 
Burnaby beſtowed ſeveral very cordial 
curſes upon thoſe who had provoked his 
reſentment, and driven him from a poſt 
in which he would have figured with ſo 
much reputation.—* Give me your hand, 
Colonel, ſaid he—I admire your ſpirit, 
and think you have acted like a man.— 
But come, I won't fpoil converſation by 
making reflections on your behaviour, — 
Agyou are not in a ſituation to aare a 
half-penny about the ſmiles, or the frowns 
of a great man, I rejoice that we ſhall 
have you among us, and propoſe an in- 
nite deal of pleaſure in being related to 
YOu. 
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you, My dear Clara - you have not for- 
got I hope, what anſwer you made me, 
about my wiſhing” —*<© O no, Sir“ 
“ You muſt know, Colonel, continued 
he, that I aſked Bell not long ago, after 
having fixed upon Saturday next, for my 
wedding-day, what ſhe thought I was 
wiſhing for—on her declining, (through 
delicacy I ſuppoſe) to anſwer me, I called 
upon Clara—And, pray Madam, what 
did you ſay ??—< Why I faid, replied 
Clara, that by your looks I imagined 
that you wiſhed my ſiſter and the Colonel 
were to accompany us on the ſame occa- 
ſion.” 


I did fo, indeed, ſaid Burnaby, and 
I dare ſwear, that the Colonel will have 
no objection to favour us with his com- 
pany next Saturday.—We ſhall make a 
Parti cerre, and Mrs, Drayton, like a 
good mother as ſhe is, will no doubt not 
be ſorry to fee her daughters ſo dutifully 


follow her example, and throw themſelves 
E 6 in 
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in a way to be of ſome conſequence in the 
creation.“ Mrs. Drayton looked by turns 
at Burnaby and the Colonel with the 
higheſt ſatisfaction, and by turns ſurveyed 


the corrected features of her children, 


which however, were viſibly enlivened 
with glimpſes of genuine pleaſure, and 
heart-felt delight, 


The Colonel, while Mrs. Drayton was 
ſo pleaſingly employing her eyes, told 
Burnaby that he could not have propoſed 
a ſcheme more thoroughly to his taſte, 
and turning to Bell, ſaid, I hope, Ma- 
dam, you will make the beſt uſe of your 
time till the arrival of that day, which is 
to compleat my felicity.”—< I will anſwer 
for her, ſaid Burnaby, ſhe is an exceed- 
ing good child, and will give you no 
reaſon to be ſorry for having ſuppoſed her 
neceſſary to your happineſs. —I dare not 
ſay all I think of theſe too ſiſters before 
their faces, becauſe they are apt to be out 
of countenance when they are compli- 


mented, 
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mented, and I have no deſire to heighten 
their complexions by calling up bluſhes in 
their cheeks, but, without offending their 


1 modeſty, I hope I may be allowed to de- 
5 clare, that, in my humble opinion, there 
1 are not two better girls in all Kent, nor 


in all Chriftendom—you {mile ladies at 
the concluſion of my panegyric, but I 
do aſſure you, I mean ſincerely what I 
ſay.” —< Yes, yes, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Dray- 
ton, we don't queſtion your ſincerity and 
well-meaning, but the manner in which 
you convey your thoughts, and the lan- 
guage in which you cloath them, would 
{often the features of a mortified - metho- 
diſt, and inſpire the moſt gloomy mortals 
with facetious ideas,” —< Well faid, Mrs. 
Drayton, replied Burnaby, you have a 
no high opinion of my comic power to ima- 
her gine me capable of performing ſuch feats 
by them—But however, as long as I 
make my friends about me chearful, I 
am not at all aſhamed of my oddities.” 


*© Aſhamed! 
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* Aſhamed! replied Clara—no—Sir 
—you have no reaſon to be aſhamed of 
them ; for you contribute a great deal to 
our entertainment by them, and if you 
was of a leſs chearful diſpoſition, and leſs 
inclined to throw out the effuſions of your 
heart, I ſhould nor like you half fo well 
as I do.” 


« Why then, anſwered Burnaby, Iam 


quite fatisfied with myſelf, and don't 
want to be metamorphoſed into any of 
my fellow-mortals—1 ſhall even begin to 
glory in my oddities, ſince they are not 
diſguſting to her, to whom I ſhall always 
wiſh to appear in the moſt agreeable 
light.” | 


This piece of gallantry naturally pro- 
duced an anſwer from Clara, and that 
anſwer, a reply from her lover; who 
improved as a lover, every moment, and 
was more exact in his attentions to his 
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miſtreſs, than he had been from the com- 
mencement of their acquaintance. 
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While Burnaby and Clara were ſweetly 
enterchanging their ſentiments, and their 
ſouls, the Colonel and Bell, were en- 
gaged pretty nearly in the ſame manner, 
and Mrs. Drayton, who fat in a corner of 
the room, 'by the complacence which 
appeared in her countenance, reſulting 
from the ſatisfaction of her heart, made a 
very amiable figure in the groupe. 
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«© There is not a happier woman this 
day in England then myſelf, ſaid ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf by turns to her daugh- 
ters, and their lovers, who were ſeated 
in different parts of the room. Engaged 


g as they all were in the moſt intereſting 
ro- converſation to themſelves, they broke it 
hat off directly, and told her how happy that 
vho ipeech of hers made them, 


The 


88 TRE HIST ORY or 


The ſtriking of a little clock in the 
back parlour, made Burnaby ſpring out 
of his chair, and look at his watch, 
which he conveyed to the place- from 
whence he drew it, with a frown and a 
piſh,—*<< Theſe clocks and watches ſaid 
he, are. very. impertinent things; how 
many agrecable converſations are inter- 
rupted by them But time is a tyrant, 
and muſt be obeyed.“ 


With this ſpeech he went very unwil- 
lingly to the window for his hat, and the 
Colonel, being deſirous of ſome private 
chat with him, took that opportunity to 
retreat, though he was loth to leave his 
dear Bell, and her amiable relations. 


When they were gone, Mrs. Drayton 
again declared that ſhe was the happieſt 


woman in England, and again received 


the moſt agreeable aſſurances from her 
daughters in return. 


As 
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As Bell, before her lover's unexpected 
arrival, knew no more of her wedding, 
than ſhe did of her dying day, ſhe had 
not made any preparations for the ſolem- 
nization of it; bur there was luckily 
time enough to get every thing ready 
againſt the appointed Saturday.—Clara's 
things, from the nature of her ſituation» 
having been in great forwardneſs, ſhe 
moſt affectionately exerted herſelf in her 
ſiſter's favour, and felt herſelf very hap- 
py in being ſo employed. Thoſe who 
are really good themſelves, are never fo 
well pleaſed as when they are endeavour- 
ing to make themſelves uſeful to others. 
I ſaid, at the beginning of this chapter» 
that Mrs. Drayton and her two daughters 
were happier than they had ever been in 
their lives, and the readers of it will not, 
I believe, charge me with having made 
too bold an aſſertion. 
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„ 


Chat between the Colonel and Mr. 
Burnaby. 


As ſoon as the Colonel and his friend, 
his future brother Burnaby, rode 
from the houſe which contained thcir 
Dulcineas, they inſenſibly fell into chat, 
upon the agreeable manner in which they 
had ſpent the morning. —* Such mornings 
as theſe, ſaid the Colonel, would give 
the moſt ſtupid fellows ſpirits, and ena- 
ble them to reliſh their exiſtence with a 
double goit.”—< Ay, replied Burnaby, 
ſo they would, and I think we are fortu- 
nate in having fixed our affections on ſuch 
deſerving objects; for our girls, thank to 
the care and prudence of an excellent mo- 
ther, though they are fit to appear in the 
higheſt ſpheres of life, have as good 
hearts, as if they had lived in cloſe retire- 
ment from their infancy, and had ſeen 
* | nothing 
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nothing of the world.“ Why really, 
your obſervation is very juſt, ſaid the 
Colonel. —We are lucky fellows un- 
queſtionably, and our girls, as I think 
we may now with propriety call them, 
certainly merit your encomiums upon 
them.—I wiſh, Sir Joſeph, if he muſt 
play the fool in his old age, had not been 
quite ſo , precipitate in his choice of a 
miſtreſs, for, if I am not muſtaken in her, 
 Harriot Young will make my gouty bro- 
ther curſe his wedding-day, before the 
honey- moon is over; nay, between you 
and I, even that little time will be too 
long for the duration of his matrimonial 
happineſs.“ 


2 My dear Colonel, replied Burnaby, 
I am glad you have brought your brother 
upon the carpet, becauſe I longed to 
laugh at his folly, but did not care to in- 
troduce him abruptly. It is a ſtrange 
affair; but ſtill, from the fickleneſs of 
his diſpoſition I ſhould not be ſurpriſed 
8 3 
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to hear of his ſlipping his neck out of 
the collar, after the writings were drawn 
up, and the wedding-cloaths bought.— 
This is not the firſt time you know, that 
he has been putting himſelf in harm's 
way, for ſo I truſt he always is, when he 
has got matrimony in his head.” —< He 
has, indeed, had many eſcapes, replied 
the Colonel, and perhaps from the fickle- 
neſs of his temper, may fave himſelf from 
being the jeſt of all his friends, in his 
grand climaQterick.-But I am almoſt 
afraid to depend upon his irreſolution in 
this affair, becauſe, by what I have heard, 
he made the firſt overtures, and 1s ex- 
travagantly fond of Miſs Young, whoſe 
father has hampered the Knight in ſuch a 
manner, that he cannot fly off from his 
own propoſals with honour.” —< How 
far matters have been carried on, between 
them, ſaid Burnaby, I cannot ſay, but! 
know that Young is bent upon the match, 
and will ſtrain hard to make his daughter 
a Lady. He is a vain man, a very vain 


man, 
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man, and in the diſpoſal of his daughter, 


of thinks much more of making her ſhine 
= in the world, than of promoting her hap- 
* pineſs in it —Many fathers, fooliſhly 
* think in the ſame way, but they are all 
by wrong.” 

he 

Te With ſuch reflections as theſe on the 
ed folly of fathers, and the ridiculous ac- 
le- tions to which love often drives old bat- 
m chelors, our travelling lovers arrived at 
is their reſpective homes. 

ft 

in 


N 
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CHAP. IX. 


Colonel Freeman agreeably diſappointed 
by a letter from the country. 


S ſoon as the Colonel entered his 

apartment, he ſaw a letter laying 
upon his table. He took it up. It was 
from Sir Joſeph. © Humph, ſaid he to 
himſelf, before he opened it, this is, I 
ſuppoſe, to tell me when his wedding-day 
is to be—Poor Sir Joſeph!” This was 
his ſoliloquy, but the peruſal of a few 
lines threw him into a very different one. 
The letter was a curioſity of the epiſtolary 
kind—here it 1s. 


Dear Tom, 
" : I wrote to you laſt I was 
| an old fool, but now I hope 1 
may, without vanity, ſay that I am other- 
wiſe, -] was running headlong into ma- 
trimo- 
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trimony—W hat ſhould I do with a wife? 
—but my eyes are opened. I ſhould 
have been finely nicked if I had married 
Harriot, after I had ſettled money-matters 
with her father, without having a little 
private converſation with her, by way of 


courtſhip. —The girl hates me---ſhe was 


honeſt, and told me ſo to my face.---I am 
glad, with all my heart, that ſhe ſpoke 
her mind fo freely; for if ſhe had artful- 
ly concealed her ſentiments, I ſhould have 
been in a miſerable condition by this 
time.---Thank G---d, I have had a nar- 
row eſcape, and from the bottom of my 
heart ſing Te Deum for my deliverance 
from a domeſtic devil.—I hope I ſhall 
never be tempted by a pretty outſide 
to put myſelf into ſuch a dangerous 
ſituation again.— I ſhall be very glad to 
ſee you, if you are at leiſure, and wiſh 
your affair may be ſoon concluded.—I 
have heard an excellent character of your 
futur, and ſhall be pleafed to ſee you 
both, if decorum does not make a jour- 


ney 
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ney together before marriage impractica- 
ble. My beſt compliments to her. 1 
would write more, but the gout is flying 
about me, and ſeems inclined to be buſy 
with my fingers—Adieu, 
| Believe me to be 

Your affectionate Brother, 


JosE PH FREEMAN.“ 


Few inamoratoes felt more pleaſure 
from reading the billet-deux of their miſ- 
treſſes, than the Colonel did when he 
finiſned the contents of the above epiſtle. 
The joy which he received at finding his 
brother confirmed in his batchelor princi- 
ples, was, indeed, conſiderably heightened 
by the favourable mention which he made 
of his dear Bell, from which he flattered 
himſelf with the moſt agreeable proſpects. 
—Tranſported however as he was with 
this letter, he could not keep his tranſ- 
ports to himſelf—He had no notion of 
uncommunicated joy.— He went there- 
fore immediately to Burnaby, and im- 

parted 


— 999 — 
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parted the intelligence which he had re- 
ceived, with ſuch vivacity in his aſpect, 
that he appeared to his friend, though he 
was naturally lively in his looks, quite 
a new creature. His friend was charmed 
with the news which he communicated. 
—*< Come, Colonel, give me your hand, 
ſaid he, I heartily congratulate you on 
the breaking off of this prepoſterous al- 
liance, and am particularly pleaſed to 
find that you will increaſe the family of 
the Freemans with the Baronet's approba- 
tion.—As he is fo happily reconciled to 
your connection with the Draytons, you 
cannot do better than cheriſh the impreſ- 
ſions which report has made upon him in 
BelPs favour. —T's highly probable that 
he will preſs you to celebrate your nup- 
tials at his houſe, when you have informed 
him how ſoon the ceremony is to be per- 
formed; and it is as probable that he will 


not ſuffer his new ſiſter to make a ſhort 


ſtay with him. —Bell is a clever girl; ſhe 
will ſoon find out Sir Joſeph's propenſi- 
Vol. III. F . : - > 
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ties, and have addreſs enough to turn 
them to her advantage, and conſequently 
to your's.—I hope for your ſake, that this 
will be his laſt eſcape, for at his time of 
life he muſt not think of marrying, with- 
out giving up all pretenſions to common 
ſenſe.— I hope, I ſay, that this will be 
his laſt eſcape, and am very much inclin- 
ed to beheve, that 1t will be now in your 
power, with the aid and aſſiſtance of a fe- 
male brain, to keep him ſingle to the end 
of the chapter, —Old men, living by them- 
ſelves, get ſtrange notions into their 
| heads.—By attaching yourſelves to Sir 
Joſeph, during the remainder of his days, 
you and Mrs. Freeman may make your 
cohabitation with him turn to a very good 
account.“! The juſtneſs of your reflec- 
tions, my dear Burnaby, replied the Co- 
lonel, can only be exceeded by the friend- 
lineſs with which you diſcloſe them.— 
They ſquare entirely with my own upon 
this occaſion, and I ſhall certainly follow 
your falutary advice.” | 


Here 
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Here the Colonel's ſervant brought him 
another letter—It was alſo from Sir Jo- 
ſeph.—“ So, ſo—cried he—what's the 
meaning of this (breaking the ſeals in a 
hurry) no relapſe, I hope—Tout au con- 
traire My dear Burnaby, you are a con- 
juror Sir Joſeph has actually invited me 
to celebrate my nuptials with him His 
letter is very ſhort—He only ſays, © Since 
I diſpatched. my letter, I have heard that 
next Saturday is fixed for your wedding- 
day,---If you chuſe to increaſe the plea- 
ſure I feel at your approaching happi- 
neſs, you will make haſte to this place 
with your bride, to whom I beg to be 
remembered in the moſt affectionate 
manner.“ 


«Bravo, ſaid Burnaby---This is an ex- 


quiſite little Morgeau, a very fraternal 
note, and deſerves to be framed. I be- 


gin-to be altogether delighted with Sir 


| Joſeph's behaviour, and long to ſhake 


F 2 | him 


— 
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him by the hand, and tell him how much 
I am charmed with it.“ That pleaſure 
ſaid the Colonel, you may ſoon have if you 
will, for there is not, with all his faults 


and failings, a more hoſpitable man in 


England than Sir Joſeph.---No man en- 


terrains his friends with more ſpirit and 
liberality.“ 


C HA. N. 
Mrs. Drayton's family-joy increaſed by 
the happineſs of her friend and neigh- 


bour Mrs, Allen. 


HIL E Mrs. Drayton and her 


daughters were re-collecting the 


converſation which had paſſed during the 


ſtay of Freeman and Burnaby, and look- 
ing forwards with pleaſure to the day ſet 
apart for Hymeneal feſtivities ; and while 
the two friends above-mentioned were 


| laying ſchemes of the moſt agreeable 


kind, 
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kind, for the employment of a married 
life, the widow, in whoſe love- affairs 
ſome kind readers may perhaps be inte- 
reſted, was rendered as happy as ſhe 
wiſhed to be, by the arrival of Cap- 
tain Furie, the day after that on which 
he had left her in an embarraſſed ſitua- 
tion.- After having paſſed a very un- 
quiet night, with little ſleep, and leſs 
ſatisfaction, ſhe roſe rather out of tem- 
per, as well as ſpirits, and huddled on 
her things to breakfaſt, without taking 
any pleaſure in her perſon. A certain ſign 
of a diſturbed mind, is a diſregard of 
dreſs, in thoſe who love it.—She break- 
faſted, but found fault with every part 
of the tea-table apparatus : ſhe ſnubbed 
the ſervant who waited on her at every 
third word, for her awkwardneſs, and 
dawdled through her ſolitary repaſt in fo 
ill an humour, that her maid could not 
imagine what had made her fo unuſually 
peeviſh, for ſhe was not naturally of a 
fretful diſpoſition. -— She finiſhed her 
3 break- 
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breakfaſt, but her uneaſineſs remained,— 
After having paſſed two very tireſome 
hours, during which, ſhe took herſelf ſe- 
verely to taſk for her indiſcretion, in 
making her couſin acquainted with the 
ſituation of her heart, a lively rap at the 
door, ſtartled her in the midſt of a ſolilo- 
quy of ſelf-accuſation, and announced his 
arrival.— Her ſpirits were in a violent flut- 
ter when the door opened, and her head 
was diſtracted with a confuſion of ideas. 
But her fluttering and confaſion were 
ſoon over, for the Captain ſaluted her 
with a ſmiling face, and told her that ſhe 
had abſolutely bewitched him. How 
can you be ſo cruel, faid he, as to make a 
poor young man in ſuch a condition that 
he has no reſt out of your company ?” 
On this ſpeech, delivered with an arch- 
neſs which could not be miſtaken, the 
widow's countenance brightened inſtan- 
taneouſly, and ſhe no longer remembered 
her paſt diſquietudes.—She had ſuffered 
a great deal of anxiety on his account, 

but 
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but ſhe forgot it all as ſoon as he opened 
his lips. Pho, ſaid ſhe, with an af- 
fected indifference, you certainly are in 
jeſt, for I am not vain enough to imagine 
that I have been acceſlary to your uneaſi- 
neſs.—A man of your roving turn is in 
no danger of being diſturbed by any of 
our ſex.—We ſerve very well to trifle 
with in a diſſipated hour, but you muſt 
not think to make me believe that there 
is a woman in the, world able to fix your 
wavering heart.” — The widow delivered 
this reply to her couſin in as ſerious a 
tone, and with as much compoſure as ſhe 
could poſſibly aſſume; but her eyes be- 
trayed her, and in very intelligible lan- 
guage told him that ſhe was playing a 
part againſt her inclination.—In the hu- 
mour- he was in the day before, he would 
have taken her words literally, and would 
have rallied her provokingly, but he found 
himſelf too ſoberly ſmitten, to carry on 
the joke any longer.“ Come, come, 
my dear couſin, prithee let me beg a 

| SO 1” VERS truce. 
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truce to all fineſſing: you put on a mighty 
pretty compoſed face, and affect to miſ- 
underſtand my meaning; but your looks 
and your tongue, ſweet cuz, are too much 
at variance to render you incomprehen- 
ſible; and ſo, I beg the favour of you 
to throw off the maſk which you cannot 
any longer keep on with a good grace, 
and talk like yourſelf, that is, a reaſona- 
ble woman. We have known each other 
long enough to make a formal courtſhip 
_ unneceſſary : in few words therefore, do 
you like me well enough for a huſband ? 
If you do, give me your hand without 
any farcher fuſs.” “ There, ſaid ſhe, 
take it, and with it my heart into the bar- 
gain.“ —* Without that, replied he, I 
would not give a pinch of ſnuff for the 
poſſeſſion of your perſon ; and you may 
be ſure I ſhould not have proceeded to 
aſk ſo conciſe a queſtion, if I had not ſeen 
ſomething in you which flattered my 
warmeſt wiſhes.?—** Was ever widow in 


this 


- 
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this humour wooed ? Was ever widow in 
this humour won?“ \ 


After the preliminaries were adjuſted 
between Captain Furie and his agreeable 
couſin, the latter, who could not reſiſt 
the deſire ſhe had to figure among her 
friends with her captive Captain by her 
fide, propoſed a viſit together to Mrs. 
Drayton's, which met with no objection. 
Mrs. Allen tapped at the parlour as ſhe 
paſſed, and Bell, who was working near 
it, ran to the door herſelf to let her in. 
— Give me joy, my dear girls, ſaid 
the, to Clara and her ſiſter (Mrs. Dray- 
ton was not then in the room) for I have 
brought my ſoldier in chains, to let you 
ſee into how tractable a creature love con- 
verts a man : don't you think he has a 
good matrimonial face, and will make a 
very decent appearance at the bottom of 
his table?“ - You ſee, Ladies, replied 


the Captain, after having caſt a glance at 


the widow, with which ſhe had no reaſon 


F: 5 1 
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to be diſſatisfied, in what a way I am in.“ 
—* In a very good one, in my opinion, 
ſaid Bell, and I fincerely rejoice to ſee you 
and my friend upon fo clever a footing. 
I am not particular, I am fure, when I 
fay ſo, every perſon in this family will 
be equally pleaſed.” Of my pleaſure, 
ſaid Clara, my dear Mrs. Allen, you 
have, I truſt, no doubts, and I will ven- 
ture to anſwer for my mother's ſatisfac- 
tion.” Mrs. Drayton entered the room 
as ſoon as the laſt word was pronounced, 
and on being informed how matters went 
with the widow and her couſin, congra- 
tulated them both very cordially on the 
occaſion, and ſincerely wiſhed them all 
imaginable happineſs.— You come very 
4. pro- pos this morning, continued ſhe, to 
Mrs. Allen to give me joy, for the Colonel 
was here yeſterday, and the two weddings 
are to be next Saturday — ſo that you may 
ſuppoſe we are all in a buſtle, as the Co- 
lonel's arrival was quite unexpected.“ — 
Say you ſo, Madam? ſaid Captain Fu- 
: rie 
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rie—why then, if you will give us leave, 
this Lady and I, taking his couſin by the 
hand, will make a third couple, and be 
tacked together on the ſame day; the ce- 
remony will, by that means, be more 
brilliant.” —** I have not the leaſt objec- 
tion to the ſcheme you propoſe, Sir, ſaid 
Mrs. Drayton, provided you will grant 
me one requeſt.” —©* Aſſuredly, Madam» 
replied he, you are certain of my aſſent 
before you begin.” —*< I only intreat you 
to ſpend your wedding-day with your 
friends at this houſe; I will undertake to 
promiſe, that both Colonel Freeman and 
Mr. Burnaby will be glad of ſo agreeable 
an addition to our family-meeting.”— 
« You are extremely obliging, Madam, 
replied the Captain, but I am afraid we 
ſhall incommode you by our preſence.” — 


O, not at all, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall be vaſtly 


glad to have my table ſo happily ſur_ 
rounded.” —Clara and Bell expreſſed a 
great deal of pleaſure at their mother's 
lucky thought, and repeatedly told their 
| | F 6 friend 
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friend Mrs. Allen how much they intereſt- 
ed themſelves in her felicity. Mrs. Al- 
len, though ſeldom at a loſs for words 
to convey her ſentiments, was ſo over- 
powered with a variety of pleaſing ſenſa- 
tions, that ſhe could not utter half the 
civil things ſhe wanted to ſay, in return 
for the many politeneſſes ſhe had received 
from her very amiable neighbours, * 


Mrs. Drayton then deſired Bell to go 
-up and fetch the pattern for her cloaths, 
in order to aſk Mrs. Allen's opinion of 
them—Clara's ſhe had ſeen before. I 
make no apology, Captain, for turning 
the converſation upon dreſs, and enter- 
ing upon femalities; becauſe, upon 
ſueh occaſions as theſe, converſation - of 
this kind is abſolutely neceſſary, and to a 
man of gallantry it will, I know, not be 
very ſhocking.” —Furie bowed, and ſaid, 
that «he thought dreſs was a pretty ſub- 
ject, and begged that he might not hin- 
| | der 


* 


r aw: fa Ad 


pas — 


hum owns aud wed 868a*wGo 8\R@_ A wa, OA Sfmok. Shoes 


Mas. DRAYTON. 109 


der the diſcuſſion of it with the utmoſt 
freedom. I have often had the ho- 
nour to attend Ladies upon theirſhopping 
parties, ſaid he, and have been exceſſively 
amuſed with them; ſo that I pique my- 


ſelf on having a little taſte in mercery 


matters, and am vain enough: to think 
that my fancy is not execrable.” © Well, 
Sir, ſaid Mrs. Drayton, we ſhall' ſoon 
have a ſpecimen of your taſte, for I 
hear my daughter upon the ſtairs.” 


Bell entered with her pattern in her 
hand. Mrs. Allen ſaid that ſhe never 
ſaw a ſweeter ſilk in her life, and the 
Captain declared that it would be in- 
finitely becoming. Bell was vaſtly pleaſ- 
ed to hear her choice ſo highly com- 
mended. There is nothing ſo agreea. 
ble as a compliment paid to our taſte, 
though we have very cogent reaſons to 
believe that it drops from the lips of 
fattery. — © By the way coulin, ſaid 

the 
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the Captain, I think it would not be 
amiſs to take this Lady, pointing to 
Bell, with us to Ludgate-hill; for tho 
you are a connoiſſeur in ſilks, you may 
receive ſome very uſeful hints from 
your friend.” © With all my heart, 
faid the widow—1 like your ſcheme 
prodigiouſly.” © Why then, returned 
he, ſuppoſe we put it in execution im- 
mediately, for I don't apprehend that 
you will get your things all ready much 
before you find occaſion for them,” To 
the immediate execution of her couſin's 
ſcheme, the widow chearfully acqui- 
eſced, and as 1t met with the appro- 
bation of every body about her, Bel! 
ſet off with them, and propoſed a 
pleaſant airing.---Clara was not invited 
to be of the party, nor was ſhe 
forry to be left at home with her mo- 
ther; for though ſhe had a great re- 
gard for the widow, and looked upon 
her as a reſpectable charafter, ſhe was 


nor 
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not ſo thoroughly ſuited to her in a 
companionable light, as ſhe was to her 
ſiſter. One may like people extremely 
well, without wanting to be always 
in their company. Bell was never 
tired of Mrs. Allen's loquacity. — 
Clara frequently wiſhed that her friend 
was not quite ſo fluent in converſa- 
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CHAP. I. 


Colonel Freeman meets with an old ac- 
quaintance whom he did not wiſh to ſee, 
but who, by communicating ſome parti- 
cular intelligence, makes him not diſ- 
pleaſed with his company. 


*KLFXKXOON after Colonel Freeman 
AY 8 8 N parted from Mr. Burnaby, who 
* SE x ſhould he fee croſſing a ſtreet, 

in order to meet him, but 
Sir Charles Freak !—He ſtarted at the 
ſight 
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fight of a man, who he thought had con- 
tributed, by conniving with his Lady, to 
drive him from Freak-Park in the moſt 
diſagreeable manner; he ſtarted, and 
made an effort to avoid him. Sir Charles, 
ſeeing his intention, prevented the exe- 
cution of it, by redoubling his ſteps to. 
wards him, and catching him hold by the 
arm, My dear Colonel, Taid he, 
why all this coldneſs? Why do you en- 
deavour to avoid me with ſo much cau- 


tion? What have I done to occaſion ſuch 


an antipathy to me ?” To theſe queſtions 
the Colonel made no reply, but attempt- 
ed to ſpring from an embrace which fixed 
him with reſentment. Sir Charles, how- 
ever, holding him faſt, and intreating 
with the moſt perſuaſive accents to be 
heard before he was condemned, the Co- 
lonel thought, from the earneſtneſs with 
which he begged to be heard, that he 
really had ſomething of conſequence to 
deliver, and conſented to his requeſt.--- 
We are very near a coffee-houſe, ſaid 

| he 
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he Follow me into a private room, that 
I may hear as ſoon as poſſible your juſti- 
fication,” With all my heart, replied 
Sir Charles—Proceed—lI am ready.” 


When they were in private, Sir Charles 
opened his defence. You hurried away 
from Freak-Park, Colonel, with ſo much 
precipitation, that I had no opportunity 
to ſpeak to you. After the uſage I 
met with at your houle, Sir Charles, a 
ceremonious departure from it was not to 
be expected. As I was not, at the 
time of your departure, faid Sir Charles, 
acquainted with the motive for it, the ab- 
ruptneſs of it did, I own, not a little ſur- 
priſe me; but the information which I 
ſoon after received, prevented me from 
wondering at the quickneſs of your re- 
moval. I was ſenſibly hurt, however, by 
it, becauſe J was afraid that you went 
away thoroughly prejudiced againſt me, 
as well as againſt her, who was indeed the 
ſole cauſe of my loſing ſo agreeable a 

com- 
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companion: Yes,Colonel,itwas Lady Freak 
alone who uſed you ill, and it is therefore 
on her only that your reſentment ſhould 
fall. — And had you then, Sir Charles, 
really no hand in the barbarous contrivance 
to injure me in the eyes of Miſs Bell Dray- 
ton ??P—< Upon my honour, replied he, 
I was ſo far from being an accomplice in 
that contrivance, which you very juſtly 
call barbarous, that I knew nothing of it 
till you had left my houſe. Lady Freak's 
behaviour then was too particular, to 
leave me in ignorance with regard to her 
real character, which, I am ſorry to ſay, 
is infamous. If you had paid your ad- 
dreſſes to her, inſtead of beſtowing your 
attentions upon Miſs Drayton, ſhe would 
not have taken ſo much pains to ſet that 
Lady againſt you, firſt by alarming her 
with regard to your American marriage, 
and ſecondly, by endeavouring to make 
her believe, by an anonymous letter, that 

you were going to be married to Miſs 
Young.” — “ How ! cried the Colonel, 


amazed , 
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amazed (for Bell and he had laughed over | 16 ö 

that letter already mentioned, looking | 1 

upon it as the weak effort of malevolence) 144 

was that letter the product of her miſ- 1 
chievouſly- ingenious brain ?” „ It was, 1 

replied Sir Charles, and I believe nothing I 

would give her ſo much joy, as the break- 0 
| ing off of your connections with that 11 
| agreeable girl. You amaze me, ſaid 11 
the Colonel, I did not think that ſhe 1 
; would have carried her reſentment to ſuch aan 
) ridiculous extremities. I pity you from 1 00 
r my ſoul, for being tied to ſo bad a.wo- Pl | hl 
; man; after the part ſhe has acted, I can- "I 
r not make uſe of a ſofter expreſſion,” — 115 
d It is much too ſoft a one, replied Sir ff (84 
d Charles, and you will pity me more when 4 
it I have finiſhed my ſtory. I have ſaid ſhe i [| jb 
r is infamous, ſhe is ſo---ſhe has ſhamefully 1 ; 
e, diſhonoured me.— But fo artfully did ſhe ; | i 
e carry on her intrigues, that but for the J | | 
At diſcharge of a favourite maid, who was II 
E privy to her infidelities, and aſſiſted her N | 
1, in the practice of them, I ſhould have {WONG 
ed 4 | per- i [| 

| 11 
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perhaps ſtill conſidered her as a pattern 
for conjugal 'virtue.---A quarrel between 
them brought all her Ladyſhip's iniqui- 
ties to light. Stung with indignation at 
not being ſufficiently rewarded for carry- 
ing on her Lady's intrigues, the furious 
abigail, in the firſt hurry of her ſpirits, 
unfolded her heart, and diſcovered ſecrets 
of ſuch a nature, that I could no longer 
think of cohabiting with a woman who 
had ſo little regard for my reputation or 
her own. That I might not, however, 
accuſe myſelf with having wrongfully 
condemned her from auricular informa- 
tion, I was determined to have ocular 
proof of her injurious proceedings.---The 
reſentful ſervant ſoon gave me an oppor- 
tunity to be ſatisfied, and I ſurpriſed her 
in the arms of her hair-dreſſer. To con- 
clude, we are ſeparated, and I ſhall cer- 
. tainly, next Seſſions, ſue out a divorce.” 


The Colonel, at the cloſe of Sir Charles's 
Kory, ſhook him by the hand in the: moſt 
friendly 
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friendly manner, and told him that he 
was truly ſorry to find him under ſuch 
diſagreeable circumſtances. © But, con- 
tinued he, as ſhe has turned out fo vile a 


character, you are happy in being ac- - 


quainted with her gallantries, though you 
cannot help being hurt by them. I am 
particularly pleaſed that you were ſo preſ- 
ſing to make me hear what you had to ſay 
to me, becauſe I was extremely loth to 
ſuſpect your concurrence with Lady 
Freak to diſturb my happineſs, and I 
hope, that from this moment, our friend- 
ſhip will meet with no more interrup- 
tion.” With mutual aſſurances of the 
ſincereſt eſteem, they parted. 
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CHAP, Il. 


Mr. Burnaby meets with an extraordinary 
adventure. 


[ding through a lane (in his return 
IX from his country houſe) not far 
from London in the duſk of the Thurſ- 
day Evening, preceding his wedding- 
day, Mr. Burnaby ſaw a man, dreſſed 
like a Farmer laying acroſsthe road, mo- 
tionleſs; but he groaned in a moſt mo- 
ving manner, and his cloathes were very 
bloody.—Surpriſed at the fight which at- 
tracted him on a ſudden, he diſmounted 
immediately, in order to give all the aſ- 
ſiſtance in his power, if any ſigns of life 
appeared, on a cloſer view.— His ſervant 
did the ſame without wanting orders to 


do ſo.— They removed him out of the 


public road, and carried him into a field, 


a few yards off: but Burnaby, finding he 
| | could 
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could make no reply to the enquiries he 
made after him, and that he bled very 
faſt, he, with the aſſiſtance of his ſervant, 
conveyed him to an ale-houſe not far 
diſtant, and ſent away for a ſurgeon— 
The face of the wounded perſon was fo 
covered with dirt and blood, that his fea- 
tures were hardly diſcernible, and he ap- 
peared indeed to be in a dangerous ſitua- 
tion. 


* 


When the ſurgeon arrived, and had 
waſhed away the dirt and blood in order 
to examine the wound which he had re- 
ceived, Burnaby was a ſecond time aſto- 
niſhed, to ſee Lord George Frolick, in 


ſuch a dreſs, and in ſuch a condition: 


he could ſcarce believe his eyes — he 
ſtarted ; fell back a few paces, and cried, 
good G—d! who dol ſee?“ Lou may 
well be ſurpriſed, ſaid Lord George, in 
a feeble tone, but I deſerve not your 
pity—lI have brought myſelf into the con- 
dition you behold me, by my own folly.” 

Vol. III. He 
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He could ſay no more, but fainted, 
through loſs of blood. When his Lordſhip 
recovered from his fit, he aſked the ſur- 
geon if the wounds were mortal, but re- 
ceived an evaſive anſwer, and was inform- 
ad that on no account mult a removal be 
thought of. When they had got him to 
bed, and begged him to be aſſured that 
no care ſhould be wanting to haſten his 
recovery, the ſurgeon looked at Burnaby 
in a particular manner, and they retired 
into another room. 


lis Lordſhip, ſaid the furgeon, has 

been ſo dangeroufly wounded that I do 
not expect him to live till midnight.— 
Befides a violent contuſion in his head, I 
am convinced that he has received an in- 
ward hurt which will bring on his death 
ſhortly.” —Burnaby, on this information, 
diſpatched his own ſcrvant to the D— of 
L— to acquaint him with the melancholy 
News. | 
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What the ſurgeon predicted came to 
paſs, for ſoon after the clock had ſtruck 
eleven, Lord George was evidently near 
his end—he was himſelf too ſenſible of it, 
to be flattered with the aſſurances which 
he had received of his being out of dan - 
ger, and deſired that he might ſpeak 2 
few words to Mr. Burnaby,” before his de- 
parture, in private. Burnaby felt himſelf 
greatly affected by his Lordſhip's dying 
requeſt, but could not, without ſhaking 
off all pretenſions to hoteles refuſe to 
comply with it. | 


As ſoon as my Lord faw Burnaby by 
his bed- ſide, and no other perſon in the 
room, he graſped hint tenderly by the 
hand, and thus with frequent interrupti- 
ons, made ſhift to deliver what he longed 
to communicate My dear Mr. Burna- 
by, ſaid his Lordſhip, you have taken a 
great deal of pains to preſerve my life---I 
am under obligations to you, which I can 
never repay, for the kind concern which 

G 2 you 
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you have ſhewn for me: but your pains 
and concern have been thrown away upon 
a very unworthy object.“ Here he ſtopped 
a little, for breath, and turned up his 
eyes to heaven, with all the marks of ſin- 
cere penitence---he then proceeded--- 
+ You ſee me now ſuffering for all the 
follies and ſins which I have committed, 
and of which I truly repent ; but when 
I think of the many families whom I have 
made miſerable by the commiſſion of 
them, I am afraid to hope for pardon : 

it was to ruin the peace for ever, of the 
family of an honeſt tenant of my fa- 
ther's in this neighbourhood, by de- 
bauching his only daughter, that I had 
recourſe, after many ſucceſsleſs attempts 
upon her virtue, to the diſguiſe in which 
you found me. I have not ſtrength to 
ſay how I contrived, or endeavoured to 
execute my unjuſt deſigns---they were too 
black to be forgiven---I am puniſhed de- 
ſeryedly for all my fins, ar.d---and--” Here 
his voice faultered--and though he made 


ſeveral efforts to 80 on, he could not ar- 
ticu- 
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ticulate another ſyllable, but died ſoon 
afterwards, ſtruggling to make himſelf 
underſtood.---Within half an hour after 
his Lordſhip's exit, Burnaby's ſervant re- 
turned, and with him came a near rela- 


£ tion of the deceaſed, with whom Burnaby 


was not ſorry to leave him. He quitted 
the mournful ſpot as ſoon as he decently 
could, and haſtened homewards, full of 
thoſe refleCtions, which would naturally 
ariſe in the mind of a thinking man in 
ſimilar circumſtances. 
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HAP. III. 


Colonel Freeman and Mr. Burnaby ſuu- 
prile each other by the communication 
of their intelligence. 


RET T ſoon on the Friday morn- 
ing Colonel Freeman, knowing chat 

his friend Burnaby intended to be in town 
the evening before, repaired to his apart- 
ments, and fully expected to find him 
ſtirring, becauſe he was a very early riſer. 
He was for once, however, diſappointed, 
for Thomas told him that his maſter, not 
having been a-bed five hours, was faſt 
aſleep, and had left orders not to be diſ- 
turbed, but upon particular buſineſs.--- 
«© Q, very well, Thomas, ſaid the Co- 
lonel, I will then amuſe myſelf with your 
maſter's library till he is diſpoſed to make 
his appearance : my buſineſs is not ſo ur- 
gent, as to render his immediate preſence 
neceſ- 


11 
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neceſlary.” Agrecably to this anſwer he 
ſat down, and turned over the leaves of 
one of Fielding's Novels, till his friend 
thought proper to forſake his pillow.--- 
He waited patiently a good while, be- 
cauſe he imagined he might have been fa. 
tigued with his equeſtrian exerciſe, but 
grew at laſt quite reſtleſs, and poſted him, 
in his own mind, for a luggard. He was 
the, more reſtleſs, as he longed, with a 
feminine eagerneſs, to acquaint him with 
his interview with Sir Charles.---When we 
are full-charged with intelligence, and are 
impatient to pour it into the. ears of a 
friend, the leaſt obſtruction to its convey- 
ance is intolerable. In this ſituation was 
the Colonel, and thoſe who have been in 
the ſame may eaſily conceive how queerly 
he felt, while he waited for the waking 
of Mr. Burnaby, whoſe delay made him 


fancy himſelf in a great man's anti-cham- 


ber on a levce-day, of which days he was 
not in the leaſt deſirous of being put in 
remembrance, 
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After having waited about two hours 
and three quarters, a tedious time for a 
man ſo circumſtanced, the Colonel heard 
Burnaby's bell; at the ſound of which, 
he threw down his book, and in a few 
minutes forgot the hours he had waited ; 
for Burnaby, being told that the Colonel 
had been waiting fo long for him, hurried 
on his cloaths, and came out half dreſſed, 
with a hundred apologies for having ſlept 
ſo immoderately. But come, Colonel, fir 
down---I admire your patience---you are 
very good---when you hear what I have 
to ſay, you will not wonder that I have 
been ſo drowſy.” He then related the 
preceding night's adventure, with all its 
circumſtances, and concluded with ſay- 
ing, Now, Colonel, don't you think 
it was an extraordinary affair, and can you 
wonder at my having flept ſo much longer 
than uſual ?” 


Pt 
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* It was indeed an extraordinary ad- 
venture, ſaid the Colonel, and is a ſuf- 
ficient apology for your not riſing before. 
Poor Lord George! - but hang 1t—he does 
not deſerve to be pitied.— However, as 
he died with a thorough ſenſe of his fol- 
lies and vices, and ſhewed ſigns of true 
repentance, I hope, as a fellow-creature, 
that he has already been puniſhed ſuffict- 
ently for them.” — Burnaby, with his 
uſual humanity, hoped ſo too—< And 
now, reſumed the Colonel, let us quit 
this gloomy ſubje&t—I am going to enter 
upon a more chearful one, for ſurely a 
divorce will not raiſe ſuch ſolemn reflec- 
tions as death.” If our friend Dr. B— 
was here, interrupted Burnaby, he would 
certainly tell you that death was a di- 
vorce from life but pray go on; I beg 


pardon for breaking the thread of your 
diſcourſe.” 


G 5 Oh, 
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Oh, you have done no miſchief—T ſhall 
ſoon join my broken threads again—1 
had a long converſation with Sir Charles 
Freak the day before yeſterday.” 


„With Sir Charles Freak! — You 
amaze me Il thought you was determined 
to have nothing to ſay to him, after 
the treatment you met with at his 
houſe.” 


I did not intend to exchange a ſyl- 
lable with him again, but he faſtened upon 
me in the ſtreet in ſuch a manner, that 
could not eſcape from him; and in- 
treated to be heard, with ſo much impor- 
tunity, that I could not refuſe his re- 
queſt, We. retired to a coffee-houſe, in 
a private room, in which he entirely con- 
yinced me, that in the treatment I had 
met with at Freak-Park, he had no ſhare, 
by unfolding the infamous character of 
L.ady Freak to me, whom he had, after 
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having been aſſured of many of her in- 
fidelities, by a reſentful. diſcarded ſer- 
vant, ſurpriſed in the arms of her 
frizeur. In ſhort, they are ſeparated, and 
he propoſes to ſue, next Seſſions, for a 
divorce,” | 


Tour interview is, I think, as extra- 
ordinary, ſaid Burnaby, as my adventure. 
They will farniſh a great deal of conver- 
lation this evening at C——, where, I 
dare ſay, neither the death of Lord George 
will be regretted, nor the ſeparation be- 
tween Sir Charles and Lady Freak con- 
denmed.—If I am not miſtaken, the de- 
tection of her Ladyſhip's irregular pur- 
ſuits, and low amours, will give your 


miſtreſs no ſmall ſatisfaction. As for 


mine, ſhe is ſuch a tender-hearted thing, 
that his Lordſhip's cataſtrophe will,” I 
doubt not, bring tears into her eyes— 
She is mighty prone to weep at a melan- 
choly tale : ſhe melts at the ſight of a 
mouſe in miſery-—but ſhe won't make the 

G 6 worle 
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worſe wife for being of a teary diſpoſi- 
tion. Bell is an exceeding good girl too, 
but not ſo much given to the melting 
mood.“ 


« Well—I can't but think of Lady 
Freak and Monſ. le Frizeur—Ha—ha 
—ha—A very Plebeian taſte indeed, after 
having intrigued in a higher ſtyle. Bui 
when a woman is not contented with the 
endearments of her huſband, a drayman 
has almoſt as good a chance to be well 
with her as a Duke; that is, ſuch a 
woman is rarely nice in the choice of her 
objects. Why really, you place the 
Freaks of the age in a droll, but at the 
fame time, a juſt point of view When 


women ceaſe to be chaſte, they certainly | 


are not very curious in the choice of their 
gallants.“— Where do you dine, Bur- 
naby ? — “ Where you will, after three, 
I have a little buſineſs which will employ 
me till then, after that hour I ſhall be at 
your ſervice for the remainder of the day.” 
—“ That 
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* That will do very well, ſaid the Co- 
lonel, I am myſelf engaged till three 
Where ſhall we dine?“ —“ Fix your 
houſe, and you ſhall find me punctual to 
a moment, ſaid Burnaby.“— “ At the 
King's Arms, replied the Colonel. “““ 


Burnaby having no objection to that 
tavern, agreed to meet the Colonel there, 
with all his heart, who wiſhed him a Bon 
jour, as ſoon. as the dinner appointment 
was ſettled between them. 


When the Colonel was gone, Burnaby 
ordered Tom to get his dreſſing things 
ready; and while they were preparing, 
walked up and down his dining- room, 
ruminating on his friend's intelligence, 
which, and his own adventure, he could 
not get out of his head.—He did, how- 
ever, not remain long in his ruminations_ 
for Tom was always expeditious in per- 
torming the ſeveral duties required of 
Him; nor was he long in equipping him- 

ſelf 


134 Tur HISTORY or 


Elf fit to appear abroad; for, being no 
fribble, he did not think a minute atten- 
tion to the decoration of his perſon ab- 
ſolutely requiſite to render it proper to be 
ſeen in the beſt company in town. To 
be a gentleman was his utmoſt ambition, 
and to ſupport that character, fine cloaths 
and a variety of outward ornaments were, 
he thought, not ſo neceſſary, as the pre- 
tenders to gentility make them, who are 
too apt to imagine, with ſome falſe con- 
noiſſeurs in painting, that a rich and 
gaudy drapery gives dignity to the figure 
over. which it. is thrown ; which figure, 
ſo over- loaded, appears to an undebauch- 
ed eye, totally deſtitute of dignity ox 
nn 
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Sentimental chat 8 a rocker god 
a PI. 


R 8. Drayton hd Clara ht left 
1 by themſelves, talked over the 
widow and her lover: the former ſeemed 
to be not a little pleaſed at the Captain's 
defire to be united with his couſin on the 
ſame day with her own children. Next 
to that of my own family, I rejoice at the 
happineſs of my friends, and would, to 
the utmoſt of my power, endeavour to 
procure it.— To ſee thoſe for whom we 
have a ſincere regard, to which, by their 
real merit, they are juſtly intitled happy, 
is in my opinion, the ſweeteſt of all ſatis- 
factions; and it gives me a particular 
pleaſure when I reflect on my intimacy 
with Mrs. * that from my firſt ac- 
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quaintance with her, upon my coming to 
this houſe, her behavionur has been ſo 
uniformly friendly, obliging, and agreea- 
ble, that I have never had the leaſt oppor- 
runity to find any thing amiſs in it.“ — 
« You have ſpoken, Madam, ſaid Clara, 
of Mrs, Allen in very high terms, but in 
no higher terms than ſhe deſerves. —You 


have been, and are ſtill, happy in her 


' acquaintance, but I believe you will con- 
feſs with me, that ſuch uniform and amia- 
ble characters are not met with every day. 
— The generality of people with whom one 
has any ſociable connections, are fo care- 
leſs with regard to the delicacies of beha- 
viour, and the minutiæ of politeneſs, (with- 
out which no friendſhip can be perma 
nent) that one is forced to be extremely 
cautious in the choice of our intimate 
companions—intimacies are generally 
ſuppoſed to admit of unlimited freedoms: 
and it is by the admiſſion of ſuch free- 
doms, that ſo few are laſting.— Happily, 

Mrs. Allen's diſcretion never ſuffered her 
'1 to 
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to fall under this cenſure, and I am not at 
all ſurpriſed to hear you ſpeak ſo warmly 
in her praiſe, as you have been ſo often 
miſtaken in the objects of your eſteem. — 
From the natural goodneſs of your heart, 
you are apt to be caught by flattering ap- 
pearances in the choice of your friends ; 
and by that goodneſs, you have, you 
know Madam, been more than once im- 
poſed upon.—Tis no wonder, therefore, 
that the having found a friend who me- 
rits your higheſt encomiums, gives you 
ſuch exceſſive delight.” © Your obſerva- 
tion, my dear, replied Mrs. Drayton, is 
perfectly ſenſible, with reſpect to intima- 
cies, and it is very certain that we ought 
not to be haſty in contracting them 
thoſe, who by the agreeableneſs of their 
manners, or their converſation, induce us 
to take pleaſure in their company, ſhould 
be well tried, before they are honoured 
with the freedoms of friendſhip. There 
is, however, ſomething ſo very diſagreea- 
ble in being only acquainted with peo- 
ple 
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ple upon a formal footing z, and conyerſ- 
ing with them in a ceremonious manner, 
full of circumſpection and reſerve, that 
I had rather be diſappointed ſometimes, 
by the behaviour of thoſe whom I ſelect 
for my companions, than check the open- 
neſs of my diſpoſition, for fear it ſhould 
one day be abuſed.” There is a genero- 
ſity, Madam, ſaid Clara, in that way of 
thinking, which, I am fure, ought to be 
More imitated than it is. Were ſuch 
noble ſentiments univerſally encouraged, 
there would ſoon be an end af miſan- 
thropy and the love of folitude; the 
charms of ſociety would have ſuperior at- 
tractions to the laſt, and put us into ſo 
good an humour, that we dhould never 
feel the uneaſineſſes of the friſt” Mrs. 
Drayton was going to make an anſwer to 
her daughter, but was interrupted—ſo 
muſt the reader be, for ea beſt known 
to * author. | 


© wh irt 
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CHAP, V. 


The cauſe of the interruption in the pre- 
ceding chapter explained. 


O keep the attention of his readers 
awake is not the felicity of every 
man who writes; but it ſhould be every 
author's endeavour—thoſe who have read 
the foregoing. chapter without having 
found ita ſoporifig, will probably keep their 
eyes open, till they have peruſed the follow- 
ing ſheets, which to their comfort Ican aſſure 
them, will not be many, for this hiſtory 
doth indeed draw very near to a conclu- 
ſion. 


The arrival of an expreſs, directed to 
Mrs. Drayton, ſuſpended the converſation 
between that Lady and her daughter 
ſhe read the contents with aſtoniſnment, 


and could ſcarce believe them, they were 
0 
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lo unexpected. A firſt couſin of her 
huſband, poſſeſſed of a plentiful eſtate, 
and a conſiderable ſum in the public 
funds, left her all that he was worth. Soon 
after her marriage with Mr. Drayton, he 
had taken diſguſt at ſomething, and 
broke off all connections with the family, 
no part of which he ever ſaw afterwards, 
but buried himſelf in the country, and 
grew fick of ſociety. To receive there- 
fore at once the news of his death, and 
of the large legacy which he had left her, 
Mrs. Drayton might well have been fur- 
priſed. —He was an old batchelor, indeed, 
and had no relations nearer than herſelf ; 
but from the whimſical temper of the 
man, and the ſeeming antipathy which he 
had taken to his couſin's family, ſhe ne- 
ver had entertained the fainteſt thoughts 
of being remembered in his will. —Such 
a ſudden and affluent addition to her in- 
come, therefore, coming to her when ſhe 
did not in the leaſt expect a farthing from 
that quarter, occaſioned fuch a tumultu- 
ous 
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ous joy in her breaſt, that ſhe almoſt ſunk 
under the agreeable agitation. The ef- 
fects of extreme joy and exceſſive grief, 
are frequenely the ſame, and often prove 
fatal —Luckily for ker, Mrs. Drayton had 
fortitude enough to. bear the ſhock of 
proſperity, without being over-powered 
by. the blow ; but her ſpirits were in fo 
great, a flutter, that ſhe could not read 
the letter throughout to Clara. She at- 
tempted it, but after having uttered a 
few paragraphs, her articulation was ob- 


ſtructed, and ſhe was forced to let her 


daughter finiſh the peruſal of it.—As 
Mrs. Drayton was a religious woman, ſhe 
attributed this new acquiſition to the 
bounty of providence, and offered up to 
the Giver of all good Things, the honeſt 
language of a grateful heart. — Struck 
with her mother's pious behaviour, and 
feeling her heart warmed. with the ſame 
ſenſations,” Clara was not leſs fervent | in 
her acknowledgments to heaven. | 
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When Mrs. Drayton had finiſhed the. 
duties which religion ſuggeſted to her up- 
on this occaſion; ſheobſerved the demeanor 
of her daughter. How more than 
ever amiable, my dear Clara, ſaid ſhe, 
do you appear in my eyes, by your pious 
behaviour !—Your ſiſter has virtuous diſ- 
poſitions, but ſhe might improve them 
by following your example. However, 
you are both dear to me, and the joy 


Which 1 feel on this unexpected acquili- 


tion, is conſiderably increaſed by the poſ- 
feſſion of two daughters, ſo worthy of 
ſharing it with me white 1 live, and of 1 in- 
heriting it after my deceaſe. The tears 
of affection tretibled in Clara? $ eyes While 
her mother drew towards the end of her 
ſpeech, and ſtarted from them when ſhe 


heard the word deceaſe. O, Madam 1 


faid ſhe, you charm me with your kind 
expreſſions, but you melt me at the fame 
time with them, —Long, very long, may 


you 
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you live, to make us happy, and as long 
may we deſerve every proof of your ma- 
ternal love.” 


Preciſely at this juncture, Captain Fu- 
rie, Mrs. Allen, and Bell, entered the 
room, all in high ſpirits, and laughing 
immoderately, Bell abſdlutely ſhonted, 
and running firſt into the room, with a 
pattern of ſilk in her hand, thus accoſted 
her mother, after having put it into her 
hand. There, Madam, ſaid ſhe, don't 
you think it will make a lovely negligec? 
La, Madam, how grave you look! and 
Clara is wiping her eyes, as if ſhe had 
been crying. If I am grave, my dear, 
it is not becauſe J am not pleaſed; read 
this letter, and you will find that J have 
no reaſon to be ſorry for the contents of 
it.“ —Bell read the letter with a viſible 
emotion, and when ſhe came to the con- 
cluſion, ſprung forwards to her mother, 
took her round the neck, and hung there 


for 
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for ſome time, unable to ſpeak. When 
ſhe had quitted this attitude, ſhe cried 
out, Oh, Madam, this is charming 
news—T1 give you joy with all my heart. 
I was afraid by your gravity, and Clara's 
crying, that ſomething very ſhocking had 
happened.” —* The ſuddenneſs, my dear 
Bell, of this intelligence, did indeed at 
firſt greatly ſurpriſe me, and my ſpirits are 
not yet recovered from the flutter into 
which it threw them.“ 


Mrs. Drayton then received the con- 


gratulations of the Captain and Mrs. 


Allen, who, in order to ſhift the ſcene, 
unrolled the piece of ſilk which they had 
brought in the carriage with them, and 
which gave riſe to a number of entertain- 
ing refleftions proper for the ſubject.— 
After the diſſertations on ſilks and ſattins 
were finiſhed, Mrs. Allen's millinery pur- 
chaſes were exhibited with equal applauſe, 
and naturally produced a lecture on linen 

| and 


| 
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and lace. In the middle of this lecture, 
the Captain, as he found the diſcuſſion of 
certain points rather too abſtruſe for his 
comprehenſion, took his leave of Mrs. 
Drayton and her daughters, made a pro- 
found bow to his couſin, and ſaid to her 
in a theatric tone, „ I'll meet thee at 
Philippi.”—With theſe words he laughed 
out of the room, and had the pleaſure to 
hear, while he marched from door to 
door, the voices of the ladies whom he 
left over their importations from Ludgate- 
hill and Taviſtock-ſtreet, tuned to a very 
tacetious pitch. The widow's things 
were all vaſtly admired, who, after ſhe 


had chatted with her friends till her 


tongue was tired, went home extremely 
well ſatisfied with the buſineſs of the 
morning. 
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Giving ſome account of Mrs. Drayton's 
movements, in conſequence of the ex- 


preſs which ſhe had received. 


HEN the widow was gone, Mrs. 


and finding by the poſtfcript, which, 
through haſte, ſhe had before over-look- 
ed, that her preſence was required on the 
ſpot, from whence ſhe received it, ordered 
a poſt-chaiſe directly, and as ſoon as ſhe 
had made a flight repaſt, ſet off in it.— 
Her couſin's houſe was only twenty miles 
diſtant from her own ; a few hours would 
therefore, ſhe knew, ſuffice to convey her 
to it. —As ſhe had no doubts about the 
diſcretion of her daughters, ſhe was un- 
der no apprehenſions, by leaving them 


for one night (for ſhe intended, if no- 
thing 


Drayton took up the letter again, 


t 
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thing unforeſeen happened, to return the 
following evening) and made uſe of honeſt 
Dixon, by way of a footman, during her 


journey. 


When ſhe was got into the chaiſe, it 
occurred to her that her lawyer, a worthy 
man, who had always ſhewn himſelf a 
friend to the family, would be a very 
proper perſon to accompany her,—His 
houſe was in the road to her couſin's; ſhe 
therefore loſt no time by calling upon 
him. He was luckily at home, and with 
great pleaſure waited on her to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the premiſſes. She found his 
advice and preſence of ſingular ſervice ; 
for ſome diſappointed relations ſeemed 
deſirous to be troubleſome to her, but all 
their attempts to diſturb her were ſoon 
rendered ineffectual, by the prudent acti- 
vity of her friend. | 


H 2 After 
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After having read the will and ſecured 
it, and made proper regulations with re- 
gard to the interment of her couſin, and 
other affairs very immaterial to the readers 
of theſe ſheets, Mrs. Drayton repaired to 


Doctor's Commons, procured full powers 


to act as ſole teſtatrix, and, like a woman 
of diſpatch, finiſhed all her immediately 
neceſſary buſineſs on the eve of the fa- 
mily-wedding, for the celebration of 
which ſhe began to wiſh moſt earneſtly, 
that ſhe might return to the tranſaction 
of ſundry matters, occaſioned by the 
great addition to her fortune, on which 
every body, who was acquainted with 


her intrinſic worth, expreſſed the ſincereſt 
fatisfaCtion. 
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Mrs. Drayton's return to her houſe, wel- 
comed in a manner very flattering 
to her, both as a woman and a mother. 


HEN the poſt- chaiſe topped at 
her houſe at the cloſe of the Fri- 
day afternoon, Mrs. Drayton found her- 
ſelf immediately attended by her two fu- 
ture ſons (who ran out upon ſeeing Dixon 
approach) each of them offering-a hand 
on each ſide of lier; of whoſe aſſiduities 
ſhe with pleafure availed herſelf, and, 
imiling on them, by turns, entered her 
houſe between them. — Twas an agreea- 
ble ſight to her neighbours, ſo domeſtic 
a ſcene; and nothing could be more flat- 
tering to her, than the polite behaviour 
of the Colonel and Mr, Burnaby, who 
appeared emulous upon the occaſion, and 
H 3 unwil- 
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unwilling to be outdone by each other in 
reſpectful complaiſance. The great at- 
tention of their lovers, gave Clara and 
Bell alſo the trueſt delight; for they loved 
their mother, and were pleaſed with the 
politeneſſes which ſhe received. Many 
girls, and not bad ones neither, would 
not have been ſo pleaſed on ſuch an oc- 
caſion. It muſt at the ſame time be 
owned, that there are not many mothers 
who encourage their children to be in- 


tereſted in all their own little — 
ſenſations. | 


As ſoon as the Colonel and Mr. Burna- 
by bad conducted the amiable mother into 
her parlour, they ſalated her in form, 
and heartily congratulated her on the 
good news ſhe had recerved from Surry. 
The anſwers which ſhe made to their con- 
gratulations need not be repeated, one 
- may eaſily conceive, that none were ever 


more * or mw The ſcene which 
fol 
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followed of the maternal and filial kind, 
may alſo be with equal eaſe imagined.— 
When we are let into the characters of 
people, we find no difficulty in conceiv- 
ing how they will acquit themſelves in 
whatever circumſtances they are exhi- 
bited, 


When Mrs. Drayton had given an ac- 
count of her Surry journey, and inform- 
ed her amiable audience how much bu- 
ſineſs ſhe had tranſacted, during her ab- 
ſence from home, they could not help 
expreſſing their ſurpriſe that ſne had done 
ſo much in ſo ſhort a time. — Burnaby, 
with his uſual vivacity ſaid, Upon my 
word, Madam, you have employed your 
hours to ſome purpoſe, and yet you look 
as freſh and unfatigued, as if you had 
only ſlipped out of the room a fe minutes 
to give neceſſary orders to your ſervants.” 
— Why you know, Sir, riding about 
in a poſt · chaiſe is not very fatiguing there 

H 4 can- 
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cannot, I think, be a pleaſanter way of 
getting from one place to another.” — 
„ True, my dear Madam, replied he 
briſkly, but I humbly apprehend that 
your ſpirits were in no ſmall apitation, 
and when that is the caſe, one may be fa- 
tigued in à vehicle as toft as a feather- 
bed.” —*<* Cuſhion, ſaid, the Colonel, is 
a more delicate word, and conveys as ſoft 
an idea.—It is very well Mrs. Prim did 
not hear you, ſhe certainly would have 
{wooned away.” —At the mention of Mrs. 
Prim, there was a general titter——ſhe 
was an old maid 1n the neighbourhood, 
remarkable for drawing up, whenever 
any word which alarmed her delicacy was 
repeated; and as ſhe was a Lady who 
found out very facetious meanings in the 
moſt innocent expreſſions, ſhe rarely ſat 
two minutes together in a room, without 
putting her features in a frame. 


« With- 
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Without joking though, Madam, 
ſaid Bell, I wiſh you would let me order 
the tea things again, for I have often 
heard you fay, that a diſh or two of tea 
is very refreſhing after a hurrying excur- 
ſion.“ “ Ay, Madam, ſaid Clara, do, 

let us order them.” © No, Madam, 
cried Burnaby, by your leave, I will un- 

dertake that agreeable office.“ Not 

alone, I aſſure you,” added the Colonel, 
and ſtarted up to go to the door. —The 

eagerneſs with which the Colonel and Mr. 

Burnaby haſtened to order the tea things, 

gave Mrs. Drayton ſo much pleaſure, 

though ſhe had been refreſhed in. that 

manner, that ſhe made no effort to pre- 

vent their good-natured intentions. . If 

theſe lovers had thus behaved before 

they had ſettled their marriage articles, 
upon ſuch an addition to her fortune, 
Mrs. Drayton might with reaſon have at- 

tributed their intentions to mercenary, ar 
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at leaſt intereſted motives, But the ge- 
neroſity with which they had - behaved 
to her daughters, left her no room to 
queſtion the purity of their attachment 
to them. 


While this valuable mother was taking 


her tea, agreeably attended by her daugh- 


ters and their lovers, all ſtriving to con- 
vince her how happy they thought them- 
ſelves in being ſo occupied, Mrs. Allen 
came into them, with her ſmiling face, 
and did not at all damp their domeſtic fe- 
hcity by her appearance.“ Ha! my dear 
widow, cried Burnaby, ſpringing from his 
chair, you are luckily arrived to welcome 
Mrs. Drayton home, and to partake of our 
Joy upon the occaſion.” “ That I do, 
indeed, ſaid ſhe—but I beg you would, 
by letting go my hands, permit me to 
make my compliments in a proper man- 
ner.“ “ Do you then make compliments 
only with your hands, replied he (holding 
her 
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her faſter) if I had ſtopped the current of 
your thoughts by blocking up your lips, 
your hands would have been, I believe, 
of little ſervice to you, —While you have 
your tongue at command, you ought to 
be ſatisfied.” —* But women are not fo 
ſoon ſatisfied, and fo pray be quiet,” faid 
ſhe, breaking from him with a ſpirited 

ipring.—Upon having paid her civilities 
to Mrs. Drayton, ſhe turned to Clara, 
„My ſweet creature, I hope you will 
correct all your lover's impetuoſities when 
you are married, for there is really no en- 
during them.— le has made my hands 
black and blue by his horrid ſqueeze.“ 


Mrs. Allen's lively effuſions greatly 
contributed to keep up the chearfulneſs 
with which the countenances of her friends 
were overſpread, upon her entrance. 
When the flow of laughter ceaſed, which 
the had excited, Mrs. Drayton, addrefling 
| herſelf to the Colonel and Mr. Burnaby, 
H 6 ſaid, 


i 
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ſaid, „ quite forget, Gentlemen, to 
mention a requeſt which our good neigh- 
bour here (pointing to Mrs. Allen) 
made, after you left us the other day; 
this laſt affair. of mine muſt apologize 
for my torgettulnels.”—< Excuſe me, 
dear Madam, ſaid the widow, the re- 
queſt was made by Ar ON 
I know very well, replied Mrs. Dray- 
ton, what you are going to ſay, Tis 
true, Captain Furie did intreat that 
his nuptials might be performed at 
the ſame time with your's; and I con- 
ſented, on condition that he would, 
with you, celebrate them at my houſe. 
Now have you any objection?— But I 
need not aſk you—l read acquieſcence 
in your looks.“ Tou read perfectly 
right, Madam, ſaid the Colonel, I will 
anſwer for myſelf.“ “ And you may 
anſwer for me too, ſaid Burnaby, with- 
out hurting your. conſcience. — Yes, 
Madam, I am as ready as the Colonel 
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is to forward your deſigns, and don't 
care how ſoon the time flies till the 
execution of them.—But where is the 
noble Captain, widow ?” ſaid he.“ He 
will be very early in the morning, 
replied ſhe.“ The evening ended, as it 
began, with joy. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Containing a little private converſation 
between Mrs. Drayton and her daugh- 
ters after the departure of their 
company *. 


FTER the Colonel and Mr. Bur- 
naby had eſcorted the widow 
home, and proceeded towards their re- 
ſpective habitations, neither Mrs. Dray- 
ton, Clara, nor Bell could think of retir- 
ing to reſt immediately, fo fluſhed were 
they all with the proſperous alteration in 
their circumſtances, and ſo thoroughly 
pleaſed with their future proſpects - be- 
ſides, the converſation of the evening had 
deen kept up with ſuch uncommon ſpirits 
and ſo many good things had been utter- 
ed, that the recollection of them afforded 
a great deal of pleaſant chat.— Clara and 


Bell 
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Bell had never been fo well ſatisfied with 
their lovers, whoſe behaviour had been 


alſo particularly agreeable to their mo- 
ther, ſo that I may venture to ſay, no 


three people, eſpecially three people ſo 
connected together, were ever in a more 
deſirable ſituation 
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After they had all expreſſed the plea- 
ſure they had received from the conver- 
ſation of the evening, in terms which 
would have made thoſe who had been 
concerned in it extremely happy if they 
had heard them, Mrs. Drayton fſaid,— 
« Now, my dear girls, ſetting aſide the 
agreeableneſs of your lovers, and the en- 
tertainment they have afforded us, I 
have the additional pleaſure to know that 
they are as deſerving as they are divert- 
ing and that their prudence is equal to 
their politeneſs —I have indeed had no 
reaſon to find fault with any part of their 

behaviour to me, or to you, but 1 
5 eſteem them much more than I did when 


= I went 
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] went into Surry, becauſe J have heard 
from ſeveral perſons who are intimately 
acquainted with them, but who did not 
know that I was entertaining them as 
your lovers, that there are not two more 
amiable men, in every reſpe&, in Eng- 
land, —To hear ſuch a character of them 
from people who had no views in praiſing 
them to me, you may be ſure not a little 
confirmed the favourable opinion I had 
of them, and gave me infinite ſatisfaction. 
They have acted in the moſt diſintereſted 
manner, -and they ſhall be remembered 
for it. — They complimented me upon 
having done ſo much buſineſs in fo ſhort 
a time, and they ſhall find, before they 
are aware, that I did not forget them 
during my abſence from you.“ 


Here ſhe ſtopped, not chuſing to ex- 
plain the meaning of the latter part of her 
ſpeech, tho” ſhe ſaw by the expreſſions in 
the faces of her daughters that their curio- 
* was rouzed by the obſcurity of her 


hints. 
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hints. — However, as they were both very 
well convinced that their mother had par- 
ticular reaſons for not being more expli- 
cit, they did not deſire a developement of 
what ſhe appeared ſtudious to conceal.— 
After the moſt dutiful adieus on one ſide, 
and the moſt affectionate farewels on the 
other, intermixed with the beſt wiſhes, 
and the ſincereſt bleſſings, the exemplary 
mother and her enviable children retired 
to their ſeveral apartments, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


The widow ſurpriſed at the ſight of a 
| perſon whom ſhe did not expect. 


S ſoon as the Colonel and Burnaby 

had wiſhed the widow a good night 
and pleaſing dreams, her ſervant very 
much ſurpriſed her by ſaying that there 
was a gentleman in the parlour who wait- 
ed to ſpeak with her. Without ſtopping 
to make any enquiry about the gentle- 
man's name or buſineſs, ſhe opened the 
door—a loud ſcream teſtified her aſtoniſh- 
ment when ſhe ſet ker foot in the room. 
Furie (for he was the unexpected viſitor) 
ran up to her, and ſaid, My dear couſin, 
pray excuſe me for thus alarming you 
with my preſence-at this unuſual hour— 
but I flatter myſelf that you are agreeably 
ſur- 


Mas. DRAYTON. 163 


ſurpriſed at ſeeing me.“ — Oh! to be 
ſure, ſaid Mrs. Allen, recovering from 
her flutter, your company muſt always be 
agrecable.— Thou haſt a pure deal of va- 
nity, that is very certain but for G- 's 
ſake, what is the meaning of this late vi- 
ſit ?—Irregular as I know you are in all 
your proceedings, this flight of yours ap- 
pears to be uncommonly whimſical, not 
to fay abſurd and ridiculous, begging 
your pardon.” If you come to begging 
pardon, I believe T muſt return the com- 
pliment, ſaid he, taking hold of her hand, 
for I am going to aſk a favour which may 
perhaps occaſion fome ſmall ſhock to the 
delicacy of your ideas.”-—*Bleſs me, Cap- 
tain, replied ſhe, ſtaring at him with amaz- 
ed eyes, to what purpoſe is all this pre- 
amble ? I profeſs you ſeem to be rather 
out of your right mind, your intelle&s 
are certainly a little deranged—do, pry- 
thee go home and compoſe yourſelf, or 
ele you will not be fit to enter into the 
ſober 
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ſober ſtate of matrimony to-morrow morn- 
ing.“ —At the cloſe of this ſpeech ſhe 


burſt into a horſe laugh which diſconcert- 


ed him more than all that ſhe had ſaid to 
him; and tho' he was a man not apt to 
have his features diſcompoſed by a wo- 


man, he was ſomething at a loſs for a re- 


partee—however | he kept up a mock 
laugh by way of accompanyment, and 
intreated ſhe would hear what he had to 
ſay before ſhe een the ſoundneſs of 
his underſtanding.“ —*You mult know, 
my dear cuz, I make this viſit to night, 
that I may be ready to wait on you. to- 


morrow, without giving you the pain of 


counting the minutes till my arrival.” — 
very conſiderate, truly! but I ſhould 
be glad to hear, how this evening whim 
of yours will prevent the pain of expec- 
tation to-morrow morning, except you 
intend to play the part of a watchman, 
and doze away the night before my door.” 
Well, this is a pretty lively fally, I 


OWNs 


Mas. DRAYTON. 165 


own, replied the Captain, but indeed, 
. ſweet cuz, you are out in your conjec- 
tures I have a better ſcheme than what 
you hint at, if you will give me leave to 
carry it into execution.“ Pray make 
haſte with it then, ſaid ſhe, for it grows 
late, and I can't fit up any longer to liſten 
to your rattling.” ' In few words, then, 
dear couſin, ſuppoſe you let me occupy 
your ſpare bed—we ſhall be at a very de- 
cent diſtance from each other.” —<Nay 
now I am ſure your head is turned, re- 
plied ſhe, and therefore I deſire you will 
leave me this moment, and not appear 
before me till you have ſlept away the 
fumes which have diſordered your brain.” 
The ſeriouſneſs with which ſhe ſpoke 
theſe words made him laugh heartily ; 
and the more he laughed, the graver ſhe 
looked. —< Couſin, faid ſhe, you pro- 
voke me beyond all patience—your be- 
haviour is prepoſterous -I can't bear it 
any longer; let me intreat you not to 

ſhout 
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ſMout with ſuch violence, but to tell me 
why you treat me with ſo unbecoming a 
freedom.” | 


Furie, who was really a good-natured | 


fellow, and had only been joking with 
his couſin about fleeping at her houſe 
that evening, feeing that ſhe was evident- 
ly hurt by his jocularity, put an end to 
her perplexity and uneaſineſs in the fol- 
lowing manner.“ —“ Come, come, Wi- 
dow -I won't carry the jeſt any farther 
give me your hand, and don't imagine 
that I intended to affront your delicacy 
by mentioning the ſpare bed---no---no---I 
had only a mind to enjoy a laugh with 
you about it.— But I thall fleep not far 
from you, for all that. The truth is 
that a friend of mine in the neighbour- 
hood having buſineſs very early to-mor- 
row morning in town, and knowing that 
I ſhould have buſineſs very early here, 
6 1 e a change of our apartments, £ 
2 that 
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that while he is now occupying mine, I 
am going to take poſſeſſion of his.“ 
This diſcovery brought him off with 
flying colours. The widow was highly 
pleaſed with his friend's propoſal, but told 
her couſin that he was a wicked devil for 
keeping her ſo long in ſuſpence.— Well 
well, ſaid he, you may call me what hard 
names you pleaſe, but as my ſcheme has 
afforded ſo much diverſion, I am not ſor- 
ry for having put you into ſuch a fidget, 
and to ſhew you that I have a ſincere re- 
gard for your repoſe, I will ſoon take my- 
ſelf away, that you may enjoy the ſweets 
of reſt, after the break I have made into 


your evening hours.“ A very tender ſa- 
lutation followed this ſpeech, after which 
he left her to her own reflections. 


"CHAP. 
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Containing ſome of the reflections which 
aroſe in the widow's mind after the ſet- 
ting off of her couſin to his temporary 


quarters. 


OVE and jealouſy have been by 
many writers called inſeparable com- 
panions, that they are more ſociable than 
they ought to be is certain, but they are 
not always coupled together. In Mrs. 
Allen's breaſt they, however, unluckily 
choſe to meet, and by meeting there, fil- 
led it with very eee ſenſations. 


Not long after pen Furie * taken 
his leave, the began to reflect upon his 
ſcheme of ſleeping at a friend's whoſe 
name he never mentioned.— There was 


Fd knew a gentleman whom he often 
viſited 
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viſited in the neighbourhood, who lodg- 
ed at a widow's; which widow had a 
very pretty daughter. This gentleman 
being older than her couſin, and of a ſo- 
berer turn, he had lodged there fgr fome 
time, without having once given his land- 
lady reaſon to call in queſtion any part of 
his moral character. Her couſin, ſhe 
knew, was not extremely ſcrupulous when 
women came in his way, and immediately 
worked herſelf up into a conceit—{what 
odd conceits will not love infpire ?) that 
the ſcheme was his own, in order to cor- 
rupt the innocence of the widow's daugh- 
ter. This ſuppoſition was ſufficient to hin- 
der her from enjoying the reſt which her 
cbuſin wiſhed her To a truſty: maid, 
who had lived witii her many years and 
merited her confidence, the; communica- 
ted the cauſe of her diſquiet, and told 
her at the fame time that ſhe ſhould have 
no eaſe till ſhe was informed whether the 
houſe to whuch the Captain was gone, was 
es. II. 1 the 


2 
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the houſe which ſlie ſuſpected The faith-- 


ful partner of her ſecrets, gave her ſome 


conſolation by ſaying that ſhe would fol- 


low him and trace his footſteps - He 
has not been gone long, Madam, ſaid 
ſhe, perhaps I may be lucky enough to 
bring better news about him than you 
expect“ A good thought, anſwered 
the widow, briſkly, run, run directly 
Ann, without delay.“ Ann wanted no 
ſpurring, but hurried out of the houſe with 
all poſſible expedition, and fortunately, 
ſaw him juſt as he arrived at the door of 
the widow's habitation. She watched his 
entrance into it, but wiſely made no at- 
tempts to go in after him; tho' her ac- 


quaintance with the miſtreſs. of it would 
have procured her a ready admiſſion. She 


acted a more political part by enquiring 


in the neighbourhood whether her daugh- 


ter did not want a place ſhe was anfwer- 


ed in the negative, and informed that 
Sally went that very afternoon into a 


„ new 
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new family.---Pleaſed with this informati- 


on, becauſe ſhe knew it would give her 


| miſtreſs pleaſure, Ann did not ſuffer the 
graſs to grow under her in her return, 
and found the reception which ſhe fore- 
ſaw---Mrs. Allen being very well aſſured 
that her couſin would have no temptati- 
on to be gallant to a female, unable, 
from her age and uglineſs, to raiſe envy 
in woman or deſire in man, was perfectly 
quiet in her mind and repaired to her pil- 
low, ſtrongly inclined to taſte the ſweets 
of ſleep, -- 
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Wich concludes the hiſtory of Mrs. 
Drayton and her daughters. 


FT TP roſe, on Saturday morning, Clara 

and Bell, earlier than uſual, becauſe 
the agitations of their minds had not ſuf- 
fered them to paſs the night in ſlumbers 
unbroken.—But the two ſiſters had been 
deprived of ſound ſleep in a very different 
manner—Clara, as the Hymeneal hour 
drew near, more ſeriouſly reflected on the 
duties of the marriage ſtate; Bell, on 
the contrary, ruminated chiefly on the 
pleaſures which it would produce with 
the Colonel and his conneftions.—When 
therefore they went to their mother's 


apartment, with their cuſtomary morning- - 


ſalutations, Bell entered with a ſpirited 
ſtep and a ſmiling countenance—Clara 
with ſlow ſteps and a grave face: grave, 

but 
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but not in the leaſt gloomy: rather chear- 
ful, but her features were compoſed.— 
When Mrs. Drayton had given them her 
bleſſing, and recommended them to the 
protection of providence, they returned 
to their own rooms to dreſs, and left her 
to do the ſame. SN 


The Colonel and Burnaby appeared av 
the hour appointed, and found the La- 
dies all ready to receive them. Captain 
Furie and the widow ſoon joined that 
amiable corps: the words have been lu- 
cicrouſly employed, but I am ſerious in 
the application of them. 


Wedding-days have generally ſuch a 
ſameneſs in them; that a deſcription of 


them can hardly afford any entertainment. 


Some indeed, where the parties are drag- 
ged to the altar, in obedience to their pa- 
rents, without their own free conſent, 
furniſh the deſcriptive writer and the tra- 
gic bard, with pathetic ſcenes and ſtriking 

ſitua- 
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ſituations z but when, + illing pairs offer 
up their vows in the temple of Hymen, 

they afford fe- materials for the Jiterati 
 aforefaid/to work upon.—Hapy, happy, 
happy pair !--What can you ſay more? 
Of all the epithalamiums in the Engliſh 
language, how few are there in which a 
very little ſenſe is not buried in a multi- 
tude of words ?—Joy, gladneſs, happi- 
neſs and felicity, are turned and . twiſted 
about in ſo childiſh a manner, that one is 


almoſt tick with. the mn of _ 
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wk therefore leave my readers to 
imagine the happineſs which the three 
couples enjoyed upon their entrance into 
the marriage. ſtate, only aſſ uring them, 
that no ſix people were ever more happy 
upon a ſimilar occaſion. 
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